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N OTWITHSTANDING the great 
exertions which Meledin made: he 


47 


i <4 


could not prevent Damietta from ſars. I 
rendering to the obſtinate valour of the 4 
Chriſtians ; they made ese. 
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Fg TR nis ron v or 
maſters of it after a ſiege of eighteen 
months, which made them forget the 
ſevere check they had experienced 
ſome days before this conqueſt more 
than ſhy thouſapd cruſaders . had. been 
left dead on the field of battle ; - the 


ſoudan had carried off a number of 


priſoners, among whom were ſeveral 


knights f the-firſt diſtinction 3-fome'— || 


of them were employed in cultivating | 5 


„ -— 2 o—_w —— ty _— 


gardens, 


Unfortunate as was their diſaſter,. 
they had to return thanks to Heaven: 
they were fallen into- the hands of a 
=  conquetor who never made an abuſe {4 
of his advantages, which is very un- 
Mar $ common 


Te 


| COUNT! GLEICHEN; „ 
common among fortunate warrior. I 
Meledin *, worthy nephew of tho 
i great 


This prince was as great a politician as his 
1 uncle Saladin was a, model of bravery: Mele- 
din, ſage and moderate in his conqueſts, offered 
| the Chriſtians peace ſeveral times; the legate pe- 
lagius conſtantly perſiſted in refuſing, it, and. 
drew along with him all the cruſaders. This 
obſcure monk, who had raiſed himſelf to the cars 
1 dinalate by his intrigues, was one of thoſe reſtleſs 
characters who ſeek only to govern ; moreover 
J he ſupported his opinion for continuing the war, 
by certain propheſies, which ſeemed to promiſe 


him certain ſucceſs; he was a Spaniard, and 
theſe predictions affirmed, © that a man would | 
come from Spain at that time. who ſhould 
« ruin the ſect and empire of Mahomet | in the | ; 
\ « Eaft.” This was ſufficient to induce Pelagtus 15 


i 
———— — A 


do reject the advantageous propoſals of Meledin, 
and by that mean to cauſe the total deten 
| B 2 * Wy 
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great Saladin, poſſeſſed ſeveral of his 
uncle's fine qualities. The hiſtorians 
of the 3 who cannot be charged 
with flattery in regard to the Sara- 
cens, unanimouſly accord in giving 
this prince the praiſe he merited: he 
was humane, compaſſionate, and ge- 
nerous: he propoſed peace ſeveral 
times, on conditions that the cruſaders 


were to blame not to accept: but the 


ſpirit of faction * deſtroyed the effects 


of 


of the fineſt Chriſtian army that had yet diſ- 
played its enſigns in that country, &c. 


* And, indeed, if we carefully examine all the 
cruſades, and ſo analyſe them as to bring them 


at once to our view, we __ be aſtoniſhed at the 
number 


COUNT GLEICHEN, 5 
of the noble enthuſiaſm of religion ; 
the legate Pelagius was guided by mar- 


tial inclinations, little reconcileable 


with the maxims of Chriſtianity. 
Moreover, ſound policy required that 


theſe tranſports, of an unruly and 


blind valour, ſhould be governed. This 


ungovernable courage, aud the little 


judgement and union in the councils, 


number of palpable and vnpardonable faults 


which have, as one may ſay, marked the ſteps of 
the commanders of theſe divers enterpriſes. 
What a leſſon for him whoſe ſituation calls him 
to the higheſt military rank! Theſe examples 
are fully ſufficient to ſhow the diſadvantages 
which reſult from a ſpirit of diviſion, and a Va- 


Tour obſtinately blind and deaf to the counſels 


of experience, 
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was not one of the leaſt cauſes of the 


unfortunate ſucceſs of the cruſades: 


an important leſſon for thoſe ſove- 


reigns who are greedy of conqueſt. 


The art of preſerving them is, per- 
aps, more difficult than the mean of 
' procuring them, and the latter was 


not the talent of our Chriſtian princes. 


Grand Cairo was the reſidence of 
the ſoudans of Egypt; Meledin had 


emßelliſhed this city with magnifi- 
cent edifices ; his palace was remark- 


able by a park of an immenſe extent, 


planted with the fineſt trees of Europe 
and Aſia. A wife whom he paſlion- | 
atcly loved, and who was lately dead, 


endeared 


COUNT GLEICHEN. 7 
endeared to him this reſidence; the 
wild and ſolitary aſpect of which in- 
dulged his melancholy. His whole 
affection was directed to an only 
daughter left him by this wife, the 
object of his endleſs regret: Zelida 
recalled her image to his mind: this 
Was the ſame beauty, the lame graces; 
her father idolized her; they had 
given her the name of the morning reſe. 
It is well known the Arabjans are pro- 
digal of theſe metaphorical expreß- 
fions; but this was truth itſelf. that 
had conferred this: name on Zelida: 
for the roſe at the break of day is nei- 
ther more beautiful, nor more engag- 
ing. Meledin's daughter was juſt fif- 
ET; B 4 | teen 
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deen: -he had diſarmed for her the ori> 
ental auſterity: Zelida, i in the palace, 
had more authority than the ſoudan 
himſelf; ſhe had been brought up by 
a Chriſtian ſlave, and was far from be- 
ing a ſtranger to an infinity of particu- 
lars . peculiar to Europe; but this 
princeſs had a ſoul ſuperior even to the 
beauties of her perſon and mind; her 
extreme ſenſibility diffaſed itſelf on 
every thing which offered to her the 
appearance of miſery, and intereſted 
her in the fate of the victims of a war, 
which the miſunderſtanding of ous 


princes ſeemed to have eterniſed. 


Among theſe captives, there was 


One 


COUNT GLEICHRN. IH. 


one who particularly engaged the at- 
tention of Zelida; | profound fighs 
often eſcaped him; he lifted. up his 
eyes to Heaven, as if he would accuſe 


it of injuſtice; every thing diſcloſed 


in this flave a noble extraction; true 
_ greatneſs, that of the ſoul ſhone forth 
im all his feature; his-appearance alone 


excited intereſt, and even commiſera- 


tion; the princeſs ſought his preſence 


repeatedly, and every time became 


more compaſſionate and penſive. 


The care of the flowers had been 
confided to this priſoner ; a companion 
of his fetters worked by his ſide : this 
Lift was of Greek origin: he was called 

„ Le 


Fa 
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— os Wade Con. _ 


Leo. The wretched get acquainted 


without difficulty; the two unfortu- 
nate eaptives ſoon formed a friendſhip: 
which promiſed to mitigate their miſ- 
fortune; confidence is the conſolation 


and relief of adverſity. Leo diſcovered. 
himſelf the firſt ; he was related to the 


illuſtrious houſe of Ducas, and had 


joined our armies, in hopes that ſome 


brilliant action would raiſe him again 


to the rank of his anceſtors: the infa · 
mous Murtzuple * ſeemed to have de- 
graded its ſplendor. i 

_ DT The 
* Martzuple was of the illuſtrious houſe of 
Ducas, and nearly related to the ſovereigns of 


Conſtantinople ; his thick eye-brows, which 
Weis 01-4 
| | joined. 
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The other captive,: who had for a 
* time wo an obſtinate filence, 


could 


o 


Ti d \, - * . © z 


viel — PRI name of Murtzuple: | 


he embroiled Alexis, who was on the throne, 


with the cruſaders; this quarrel had fatal conſe- 


quences: the parties ſoon came to blows, Murt- 
zuple ſe ſeized the perſon of the emperor, threw 


him i into a dungeon, excited the people to a re- 
volt, had poiſon mixed with the meat ſerved up 
to ths unfortunate Alexis, and ſeeing that the 
effects of his crime did not appear as ſoon as he 


could wiſh, went and ſtrangled him with his own 
| hands, and then placed the diadem on his own, 
head. Heaven ſoon punithed this wonſler. The | 


Latins ſtormed: Conſtantinople ; - the *uſurper 


ſhowed great courage and a profound knowledgy | 


in the art of war; but, as it ſeldom Happens, 
fortune declared on the ſide of juſtice ; Murtzu- 


ple and his party were totally defeated. The 
cruſaders, forgetting every ray ol * JO 


B-6. |. £guityz 
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could not refuſe his confidence to a 
man who treated him with ſo much 
ſincerity ; he began in his turn as fol- | 


tows : — Leo, *tis not my chains 
which cauſe the violent chagrin with 


which you ſee me overcome; a ſoul | 


equity, and ſound. policy, conferred the crown on 
count Baldwin, The infamous murderer of. 
his prince fled to the old Alexis for ſhelten, who 
ordered his eyes to be put out: his chaſtiſement 
was not confined to this puniſhment :. having: 
found means to eſcape, Thierry of Los, one of 


pn—_—_— 


our cruſaders, ſurpriſed him in his flight, and 
brought him to Conſtantinople: he underwent | 
all the forms of judgement : being convicted of 
having taken the life of. his maſter, he was con- 
ducted to the top of a column elevated in Bull's 
ſquare, and from thence thrown down headlong 
in preſence of the Greeks and Latins. | 


— —ä—ö—qPä — 
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COUNT SLEICEHER. 13 
truly brave always poſſeſſes the cer- 
tain means of placing itſelf above the 
frowns of fortune. Beſides, I have 


fought, I ſuffer for my religion, and, if | E 


it be neceſſary, I will die for it; that is 
the principle of every deſerving 
knight, that is my duty; but ſenſibi- 


lity preſerves its. laws over our hearts; 


I am not leſs. a hufband and father for 
being a Chriſtian and ſoldier, and at 


this moment . . : . . excuſe my tears, 


Jam ſeparated from a wife who is dear 


to me, from two children.. they 
divided my atfeQtion. ... . . alas! ſhall 


I never ſee them more? They are en- 


tirely ignorant of the reverſe 1 have 
experienced; without doubt they 
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think I am no more, whilſt Lam lead- 
ing here an odious exiſtence, which, 
in fact, ſcarce differs from death itſelf, 
Germany gave me birłh; my forefa- 


thers have given it an emperor: has 
never the name of Gleichen & reached 
your ears. .. — You are of that 
illuſtrious family! rejoins Leo, with 
ſome ſurpriſe 3 and how ſhould that 


name be a ſtranger to me? Tis not 


- ® The counts of Gleichen received their title 
from Charlemain : this is a ſmall province de- 
pendant on the circle of Upper Saxony in: 

Thuringia, to the weſtward of the territory of 
Erfort. The caſtle was ſituated between Erfort 
and Gotha. A deſcendant of this-illuſtrious fa- 
mily i is now living: 'twas about the year 1227 

that the count, whom we are ſpeaking of, lived. 


your: 


COUNT GLEICHEN. 15 
your place to accuſe fate: more happy 
than I, not one ſhade has tarniſhett 


the glory of your race: its memory is 
preſerved in all its purity ; ; the family 
of Schwartzbourg has not produced, 

| like mine, a ſcourge for its country, 
who aſcended the throne only by dint 
of crimes, and was precipitated from it 
by a dreadful, but juſt, vengeance. 
Let us leave theſe afflicting images ; 
let us think only of a pleaſing time to 
come; our chains . . . — Will 
never be broken, Leo, | interrupts Glei- 
chen: Meledin has demonſtrated it. 


Tis here we thall languiſh the reſt of 7 


our days ; here will be our grave; no, 
= wife and children . . . never 


more 
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more ſhall I claſp. them in my arms.! 
Great God Why is it forbidden us. to 
malz an attempt on our days? What 


is it, alas, what is this miſerable rem 


nant of life we have to go through? 


Leo, poſſeſſed perhaps with leſs ſen- 
ſibility than the count, endeavoured 
to. conſole bim : we take often far 
firmneſs that indifference which comes. 


from a heart cold. and unfeeling, 


The two ſlaves remarked, in. a win- 
dow, from which they could be ſeen 
without ſeeing in return, an arranges 

ment of flowers, which drew particu- 
larly the attention of Gleichen. His 
companion, 


COUNT GLEICHEN, 17 
companion, better informed than he 
in Aſiatic manners and cuſtoms, like= 
wile took notice of theſe flowers, wy 

all of a ſudden he cried :—My friend ! 


Heaven has not abandoned us ! Some 


one is intereſted in favour of one of 
us. . . . cheer up! hope for the beſt! 
Let me ſee - there 1s a roſe bud by 
the fide of a myrtle branch . . . . that 
tuberoſe placed above a carnation .. . + 

yes, we have reaſon undoubtedly to 
| conceive the moſt flattering expecta- 


tion. 


The count was full of aſtoniſh- 
ment; Leo's expreſſions were as ob- 


ſcure to him as his tranſports of joy ; 
he 
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the viewed him with an additional ſure 
priſe : he ſaw him redouble his atten- 
tion, his eyes conſtantly fixed on the 
window. The Greek exclaimed again, 
with a kind of enthuſiaſm, Excellent 
news for you! count they want to 


know you ; they wiſh to know, in a 


your anſwer ; I will undertake to com- 
municate it. | 


__ Gleichen however prevailed on Leo 
46 explain himſelf: — All this is an 
unintelligible riddle to me, ſays he; 
the more you tell me, the more I am 


—— | - at 


word, who you are: they promiſe to 
| Intereſt themſelves in your deſtiny? 
What is your deciſion ? Dictate to me 


Ll 
— N — * Pw — ug, 


colours, the yery ſhades, the arrangement of the 
flowers, form the difference of the ideas and ex- 


COUNT GLEICREN. 19 


at a loſs to comprehend... . . You talk 
to me of replying, and... . where is 
the letter they have written me? 
Count, anſwers Leo, it 1s eaſy to ſee 
you are but little acquainted with the 
cuſtoms of theſe-countries : you have 
not learned then the language of flow- 
ers*? If you knew what expreſſions 


full of ſentiment are addreſſed to you 


/ b * 
* 


As difficulty excites induſtry, would one 
believe that, in Aſia, the language of flowers is 
abſolutely a particular language? they hold in 
this manner uninterrupted converſations; the 


preſſions. It is at theſe ſort of ſingularities one 
may exclaim with the Latin poet, rg non 


poſſit amor { 


th rou oh 
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through the medium of theſe flowers: 


never did this ingenious art ſhow it- 


ſelf a more faithful interpreter, 


=” 


Leo. gave Gleichen the elements of 


this*ſort of language, which the diffi- 


culty of ſeeing one another, of con- 


verſing, and love, undoubtedly more 


than any thing elſe, invented among 


the orientals. 


We have faid the count had inſpired 


an intereſt which was inceſſantly ac- 


cumulating new force; and who felt 
this intereſt ſo predominant? the 
daughter even of Meledin; her tender 
age, the ſort of ſlavery in which the 
Aſiatic 


COUNT GLEICHEN, 21 


Aſiatic women are kept, this cruel 
conſtraint which irritates the paſſions, 
and from a ſingle ſpark often kindles a 
blaze: theſe were the dangerous ene - 
mies which Zelida had to ſtruggle 
againſt. Let not the place of her birth 
be forgotten; burning climates, very 
different from our cold regions, which 
ſeem ſo little intended for feeding the 
fire of our paſſions. Perhaps the 
princeſs was ignorant of the cauſe of | 
her affliction; but her pity, let us 
ſay her avowed commiſeration for the 
unfortunate Gleichen, took from her 
even her repoſe : ſhe was contmually, 
ſpeaking of him to this Chriſtian ſlave, 
who was charged with her education. 
Albana 


2 i Gs has ———— — be 2 = = 
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Albana (that was the name of the 
fave) had been carried off by the cor= 
fairs that infeſted the walls of Sicily, 


and ſold to ſome Saracen merchants ; 


being bought by one of the ſoudan's 

officers, ſhe, ſome years after, got into 
the ſervice of the young princeſs, and 
had pretended to quit her religion to | 

embrace Mahometaniſm. Being ſe· 

cretly attached to Chriſtianity and her 5 | 
country, the did not hide from Zelida 
her regrets and ſtings. of conſcience : q 
this female ſaw therefore with plea» | 
ſure the heart of her pupil open itſelf 
to the impulſes of ſenſibility in favour 
of an European and a Chriſtian, I y 
know not, faid the princeſs to her, | 

5 how 


- 
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COUNT GEEICHEN, 22 
how eit is l'm ſo penſive aud melan- 
choly ſince I ſet my eyes on one of 
theſe two ſlaves that work in our gar- 
dens. How he affects me Haſt thou! 
particularly obſeryed him ? What no- 
bility there is in his countenance f 
Surely this is one of your knights, a 
man of the firſt rank l. Tis impoſſible: 


for this captive to be of vulgar condi- 


tion; he appears to me weighed down 
with his fituation.z tears even eſcape 
him at times, and: theſe tears...; 4 
Albana, *tis I, tis I myſelf that ſhed: 
them ! compaſſion is then a ſentiment 
particularly violent; it goes to my 
very heart, and tears it to pieces! 


Gleichen, 


. 4 2 . 
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- Gleichen, inſtructed by his friend, 
arranged on his ſide flowers which an- 
fwered to thoſe expoſed by Zelida on 
her _ balcony : he contented himſelf 
with giving to underſtand, that he en- 
dured his flavery with impatience, 
that he regretted his country and fa- 
mily, that he ſhould vex himſelf to 


death, as they knew the ſoudan had 


determined never to break their chains, 
let them offer what ranſom they would, 
and that he had already condemned 
them to an eternal ſlavery. 


Theſe ſorts of mute converſations 


only fed and unfolded an impreſſion 


which every day became more pro- 
found 


a A a A 2 2 
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COUNT GLEICHEN, 25 
found. Zelida had continual recourſe 
to theſe flowers: the colours became 
more brilliant and expreſſive; theſe 


inanimate organs ſtrongly painted that 


intereſt, or rather growing inclination, 
which already but too much agitated 
the daughter of Meledin ; at length 
the count could no longer doubt of 
his being beloved ; Leo, on this ſub- 
jet, had taught him the whole art of 
this ſymbolical language. 
Gleichen was ſtill ignorant of the 
| ſuſceptible heart he had thus mitereſted 4 
: in his favour. You have been ſur- 
prifed, ſaid Leo to him one day, at the 
— ſort of triumph you've lately obtained 
1 By in 


by 
: 


l 


*r 
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in this place: you will be much more 
ſo when you know the name of the 
perſon who is thus intereſted for you: 
tis the ſoudan's daughter. 
Zelida! exclaims Gleichen — The 
Tame, replies Leo; one of Our com- 
panions in misfortune has diſcovered 


the whole to me. 


The count had no ſooner received 
theſe news than he was exceedingly 
unhappy. What dreadful puniſh- 
men:s ill they both ſuffer, exclaimed 
he, ſhould the ſoudan have the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of it: they would draw along 


with them in their diſaſter all the 
| Chriſtian 


COUNT GLEICHEN, 27 


Chriſtian ſlaves ; how is it poſſible jo 


avert ſuch a dangerous ſnare ? 


Gleichen was" reſolved to reject en- 
tirely every thing that might encoù- 
rage an intrigue, the conſequences of 
which could not fail of being fatal. 
The truth muſt be told, ſaid he to his 
friend; the princeſs muſt be informed 
.. . . What is your intention? inter- 
rupted Leo. Before you determine 
any thing, learn your cruel deſtiny : 
to grow old, to die 1n fetters, not even 
to taſte the conſolation of exhaling 
one's laſt breath among his country- 
men: this, count, is the fate reſerved 
for us. How do your eyes and heart 

C2 find 
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find this repreſentation ? Without 
doubt, interrupts Gleichen, I perceive 
all the horror of our ſituation : 'tis 
uſeleſs to deſcribe it me ; mine eſpeci- 
ally i is the moſt afflicting! Leo, you 
are neither a huſband nor father; but, 
in this ſituation, what would you have 
me do? decide. — That forgetting leſs 
your intereſt, replied Leo, you take 


great care not to let the Princeſs know 
you have a wife . . — And you would 
have me betray, cries the count. 


— There 1s no occaſion in this place, 


interrupts Leo, to attend ſcrupulouſly 


to a delicacy carried too far perhaps: 
count, there are circumſtances in 


Which neceſſity commands. Once 
more, 


COUNT GLEICHEN, 29 


more, think of your liberty, your ex- 
iſtance, your family who demand 
from you the greateſt ſacrifices 1 
will make but one requeſt to you, con- 
tinued he: defer revealing for the pre- 
ſent . . . what would be the ruin of us 
all, don't doubt it. It ſeems then you 
are vhacquainted with the heart of a 
woman? Generoſity rarely dominates 
there over love: this is the premier 
paſſion with that delicate ſex . . . wait 
for a favourable moment. . . . Heaven 


will come to our relief; let us profit 


to-day by the glimpſe of hope Which 
is offered us. > 553200 7 - 


It ſeems the Greek overcame the in 
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tentions of Gleichen: the latter pro- 
miſed to ſpeak only of the chagrins 
inſeparable from flavery, and which 
augmented the diſtance from his 


country. 


Meledin gave a magnificent enter- 
tamment to thoſe 1 ultaneſſes, whoſe 
charms gave them a preference to the 
reſt of theſe numerous beauties ſhut 


up in his ſeraglio ; Zelida preſided at 


this entertainment. We have already 


obſerved, that the fondneſs of her fa- 
ther had exempted her from that rigo- 
your conſtraint, which is one of the 
chains of oriental deſpotiſm ; ſhe went 
into the gardens, accompanied by this 


Sicilian 


* 
2 R 9 + 
W's 
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Sicilian ſlave that had the care of her 
education. Fhe count was arranging 
a noſegay, which the ſoudan intended 
for his daughter; he perceived two 
females veiled coming towards him: 
ſhe who advanced firſt, was of a moſt 
elegant majeſtic ſhape; ſhe walked 
like a Goddeſs, ſcarce tauching the 
earth with her feet : he did not await 
their approach : he advanced to meet 
them : Gleichen was ſtruck motionleſs 
with extaſy on one of theſe females 
raiſing her veil : an Arabian poet, who 
has employed his pen on this hiſtory, 
has placed in the mouth of the knight 
the following expreſſions, for which 


we muſt pardon the genius of his lan- 


C 4 _ guages 
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guage, though they ſtrongly paint the 
glowing charms of this wonder of her 
ſex: 


Heavens I is it then the young Aurora 
Deſcending from her glittering car, 
Who, gently ſmiling ataraxia, 
So charms and gilds the world below ? 
To give the flowers a queen of merit, 
What, ſhould the fine, the tender roſe 
Have had a flattering changing ſpirit ? 
I ſee her brilliant colour glows, 
I feel ber force, eachanting odour! 
Enchanting flower, of flowers the queen; 
This moraing e en the blew ; and Flora 
Still ceaſeleſs adds alluring ſheen, 


In other reſpects theſe verſes finify 
that Gleichen had never ſeen a more 


— but how was his en- 


chantment 


— 


PF 
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chant ment augmented, when he heard 
the following words addreſſed him 
from the heart! — Chriſtian, thou 
muſt be acquainted with the intereſt I 
take in thy fate; tis I who lend my 
ſoul to theſe flowers, who give them 
words ... — You are the princeſs, I 
preſume, Madam, interrupts Gleichen 

. .. . — Yes, rejoins Zelida, I am the ; 
ſoudan's daughter, who, for my miſe» 


ry, am touched with thy deſtiny p 


I have ſeized a moment left me'by the 
tumult of the entertainment. Iam 


come to tell thee . . . I will not let 


thee know any thing.. Chriſtian, 
the ſlave of my father, thou ſeeſt, is 
the maſter of his daughter! 4 TY 


Cs L At 


34 THE HISTORY or 
At theſe words Zelida bluſhed, 
which ſtill added to her beauty. The 
count fell at her feet: — Madam, ſays 
He; I invoke you as a divinity ; to me 
you appear as fuch: you are; without 
doubt, equally compaſſionate and ge- 
nerous; 'tis from you, Madam, I ex- 
pet the end of my- misfortunes; tis 
your protecting hand will deign to 
break my fetters .". .'. -— Chriſtian, 
replies Zelida, thou doeſt not ſpeak of 
mine! Doeſt thou think my chains 
leſs weighty than thine ? 
The princeſs, at length emboldened *' 
by love, which ſports with dignities 
and decorum, diſcovered the ſecret of 
2K | 3 e ad 
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her heart; the count in turn revealed 
every thing that concerned him: he 
diſcovered to her his illuſtrious birth, 
the country which gave him breath, 
the rank. he poſſeſſed, and the well- 
known.renown of his family : perhaps 
Gleichen, whoſe noble frankneſs diſ- 
dained that deceit which only precedes 
baſeneſs, was going to inform her. af 
his being married, when the ſoudan's 
arrival was announced in the gardens: 
the princeſs. was obliged therefore to 
leave the ſlave, without knowing what 
ſhe might hope from a confeiſion 
which ſhe could not withhold; ſhe 
ran to her confident : — My dear Al> - . 
bana, cries ſhe. . . . my dear Albana, 9 
| "0's tis 
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tis in Vain that I would hide my ſen- 
timents from thee : every thing juſti- 
fies the tender intereſt with which this 


Chriſtian inſpires me; I was right: 


he is of high extraction. . . . he is 
worthy of exciting that regard, that 
| powerful impreſſion which moves me, 
which commands me in his favour 
. But to what do theſe wiſhes 
tend? He longs, Albana, for liberty ! 
He aſks only to leave theſe climes ! 


and... . if Gleichen leave this place, 
what will become of me? Wretch 
that Jam! .. . No, I will not conceal 


it from thee : his departure will be iny 
death, However, I ſhould like to 
_— him, to be his benefactreſs 00 


alas! 
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alas! why did I ſee him ? and ſince I 
have ſpoken to him. . .. tis I, my 
dear friend, 'tis I that am the miſerable 
ſlave, as much more to be pitied, as I 
cheriſh my fetters! Alas, they cannot 
ſufficiently enſlave me! If however 
he were to remain in this country, 
that I could have the pleaſure of his 
preſence every day! .. that would * 
ſatisfy me; yes, that would be ſuffi- 
cient. .. Alban, I love, I feel it too 


powerfully !.... 


As ſhe finiſhed theſe words Mele- 
din came up to his daughter, and pre- 
ſented her the noſegay which he had 
juſt received from the hands of the 


count: 
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count : with what eagerneſs did Ze- 
lida take it! ſhe placed it in her bo- 


fom, and could not refrain from fay= 


ing: father . .. father, they cannot 
be too near my heart! Gleichen be- 
ing but a few ſteps from the ſoudan, 
| was ſufficiently near to hear theſe ex- 


preſſions, which aſſuredly did not un- 


deſignedly eſcape the princeſs. The 

entertainment was one of the moſt 

brilliant; Zelida received all the. ho- 
ö nours of it: indeed her beauty ſus- 
| paſſed all the others, as the ſtars 'of , 

night, to again make uſe of the lan- 

guage of the Arabian poet, grow pale 


and obſcure before the ſin beams of 
day. oe EIT 
| Leo' 


COUNT GLEICHEN 39 
Leo felicitated the eount on his ſort 
| of triumph. My friend, replied Glete 
chen, with a ſigh, you force me to act 
a part unworthy of a knight! Shall I 
by a vile artifice attempt the ſeduction 
of youth, graces, and even candour; 
deceive ſimplicity and . innocence ! 1 
ſhould leave in error this enchanting 
creature, the only woman perhaps 
that, ſince the engagement of my 
faith to an adored wife, has made me 
feel the power of beauty! In eſſect, 

. what charms have I beholden ! This 12 3 
is one of thoſe raviſhing beautits 
which their Mahomet tells us of! 
No, don't think it; by no means think 
it. If the ſoudan had not arrived, the 


* 
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princeſs,..... the would have known 
all: that I am a huſband, that I am 
a father, that my whole ſoul belongs, 
and ought to belong to another 
buy liberty at this price! I would ra- 
ther ,a thouſand times endure the |} 
hardeſt flavery, or the moſt horrible 
death! If I never ſee my country 
or family more, I will never betray 
.. . That is, earneſtly interrupted Leo, 
you have ſworn the loſs of all the cap- 
tive knights: be well, well aſſured, 


this love which, for the moment, in- 


ſpires Zelida, will change into hatred 
+ + + » the will communicate to the ſou- 
dan all the tranſports of vengeance, 
and. . , we ſhall be involved in your 


8 | ruin 
Wo | Wo 


/N 


COUNT- GLEICHEN: 4t 
ruin. Beſides, you have not promiſed 
any thing, you cannot be accuſed of 
impoſture . . . . don't entertam me 
again with your regrets then ; you are 
digging our precipice, into which we 


ſhall fall, the vidims of 5 ww 


tended —— 


The flowers, on Zelida's fide, af< 
ſumed the language of a decided paſs 
ſion; Leo, ſpight of Gleichen's re- 
monſtrances, made anſwers proper to 
feed this ardent flame; twas in 'vain 
the count threatened to deny. every 
thing the Greek made him ſay. 


The — of the faithful 
knight” 8 


- 8 N 
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| Knight's mind would not permit him 


to act for himſelf; he was often, in 
his deſpair, on the point of deſtroying 
the aſſemblage of theſe forts of mute 
organs which ſerved only to encourage 
a love too credulous ; he reproached 
himſelf with the moſt ſhameful crime 
for a man of his rank, a falſity which 
is always ſoiled by baſeneſs; he ac- 


euſed himſelf of permitting the birth 


of a paſſion which he could not divide, 
and Zelida had ſuch charms and fim- 


plicity! ſhe excited ſuch a tender in- 
tereſt ! that at times ſhe balanced in 


the heart of Gleichen, his wife : but 
his fidelity, affection, and every ſenti- 
ment that he poſſeſſed, in ſome re- 
ſpects, 


A — 


COUNT® LEIHEN. £3- 
ſpects, conſecrated to this dear wife, 
ſoon brought him back to his virtue 


and duty. 


A flave came and informed the 
count, that an unknown perſon deſired 
to meet him in the middle of the night 

in a bower which  he®mentioned to | 
him: Gleichen, abſent in mind by 
the number and diverſity of his reflec- 
tions, promiſed to be there, without 
very: well knowing the anſwer that 
had eſcaped him. 11% 
The ſlave was ſcarce gone, when the 
count would fain recal him, and alter 
his reply: — What ſhould any one 


have 
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have to confide to me ? cries Gleichen. | 


This perſon: Heavens! if the ſou» | 


dan's daughter « . at that hour. 


He was ſeized inſtantly with terror; 
he went immediately to Leo and in- 


formed him of the meſſage he had 


juſt received ®nevertheleſs he deter- 
mined he would riſque this interview 
fo little expected; he reſolved, ſhould 
it be the princeſs, to hide nothing 
from her; to reply with a noble fin- 


cerity to a flame he was not at liberty 
to liſten to and countenance : *twas in 
vain Leo attempted to divert him from 
his reſolution ; Gleichen was deaf to 
every ſugpeſtion, even to his prayers : 

Lf: Tes, 


COUNT GLEICHEN, 7 
Yes, cried he, Zelida ſhall know ſhe | 
cannot be beloved by the object which, 
without doubt, is deareſt to her; if 
love can be repaid with gratitude, 
Gleichen will promiſe her the warmeſt, 
the moſt conſtant tranſports, Ah! 
cried Leo, I have already told you, 
you know but little of a ſex that is 
never offended with impunity ! You 
talk of gratitude ? What 1s gratitude 
in compariſon of love? Count, this 
declaration... will be the deſtruction 
of us all ! Inflexible man ! Do you 
forget the number of deſtinies Joined 


to yours ? 


In the depth of the night, Gleichen 


repaired 


— ͥ > * ——— — 
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repaired to the appointed bower; tor- 
mented by a thouſand inquietudes? 


ſhould I yield to the truth as 1 could | 


wiſh, ſaid he to himſelf as he went 
along, I ſhall not be the only victim of | 
my ſincerity, and I ſhall pay but little 
attention to my own preſervation :_ I 
ſhall involve in my ruin all the cap- 
tives, and cauſe a fatal blow to Chtiſ- 
tianity ; and if I diſſemble, if I feign, 
I ſhall become guilty of the blackeſt 
and baſeſt treachery; I ſhall inſult 
beauty, love, and candour ; I ſhall 


cauſe perhaps the death of the moſt. 


amiable of women, and- the moſt wor- 


thy of being beloved. What ſhall I 


reſolve 


+ "COUNT: GLEICHEN, 89> 47 


reſolve on? what determination ſhall 


I make ? 


At this moment he heard a noiſe; 
and, looking about, he perceived a wo- 
man, veiled, advancing towards him 
It was Albana, who addreſſed him as | 
follows : — My Lord, for I know your 
birth, don't be afraid : every thing 1s 
quiet, all ſleeps around, except a 
young victim whoſe inclinations cat» 
not but make her miſerable : *tis the 
princeſs that ſends me to you: you 
are far from being ignorant of the ſen- 
timents with which you've. inſpired 
her: alas! 'tis with grief I ſee their 
empire daily increaſe ; I am a Chriſ- 


tian, 


engage her to overcome. 
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tian, my Lord, though I have appa 
rently embraced Mahometaniſm: I 


tell you this to convince you the ſame 


religion and intereſt, in ſome reſpects, 


unite us; yet can I forget that the | 
ſoudan has confided to me the care of | 


his daughter? and, ſpight of myſelf, 


I am betraying my duty and honour ! 


J am forced to this inconſiderable and 


culpable proceeding ! Zelida .. poſ- 
ſibly is expiring ; ſhe tells me ſhe will 
but ſee you, ſee you for a morncht, 
and ſatisfied with this compliance on 
my part, ſhe promiſes me to endea- 
vour for the future to ſtifle a love 


which every thing undoubtedly ſhould 


Glei chen 3 : 


a- 


cou dr GLEICHEN, ET 
Gleichen, ihſpired with generdlity 
and the love of truth, declared every 


thing: in ſhort, he informed the Sici. 


Tian of his having left Wt his country 
a wife and children .... Ah! my > 


Jord, cried ſhe, what hade 1 heard? 


take care what you ſay, take cate how 


you reveal this ſecret to my young 


miſtreſs! you are ignorant with what 


tranſport, with what exceſs es. 8 
love in theſe regions: "yes. d. 6.40 it | 
would kill ene and 5 mould 
loſe her!. . . we ſhould be all ſacri- 


ficec ! .. . Her father .. my 10 4 225 


her father . . let the image bel ever 
before your eyes : — But 4 Albana, 
interrupts the count, d you think 
= D that 
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that in avoiding theſe regards. 
Not ſee her, my lord, rejoins the Si- 
cilian ! ſhe expects you, and . 1 
have promiſed to bring you, —Preſent 
myſelf before her, exclaims the.count? 
Heavens! and muſt I keep ſilence, 


deceive . . . a knight l.. Albana, what 


a law do you impoſe on me! Tis the 


neceſſity the intereſt of our country 


men, replies the Sicilian, the ſafety 
even of Zelida which demand your 


filence. In other reſpects, my lord, #1 


continued Albana, I.am at a loſs what 
advice to give yu. . I look only on 


one Precipice +.» come follow me. 


The count's agitation of mind may 
be 


n 
„ 5 


[4 by 2 ” * > 
ON: LNG ID, — 3 * * 7 


"COUNT GLEICHEN, 51 
be better felt than deſcribed ; tremb- 
ling at every ſtep he followed the Si- 


cilian, who introduced him by ſecret 
paths into an apartment, lighted by a 


number of lamps, diffuſing ſweet 


odours ; the moſt delicious perfumes 


of Arabia exhaled from a number of 


vaſes encompaſſed with garlands of the 


moſt brilliant flowers: but this was 
not what ſtruck Gleichen: twas the 
'Goddeſs of beauty herſelf reclining on 
8 agreeably to the oriental man- 
ners; her veil was up: ſhe inſtantly 
drew it down: — Come near me, 
Chriſtian; cries Zelida; come near. 


Albana without doubt has informed 


you... muſt I then permit a ſenti- 


St ment, 


— — — 
n>a@ — — — Ar. _ a 


— 


| 
' 


we 
1 
i 
| 


— 1 
——— << ————— 


52 THE HISTORY OF 


ment, that ought to have been buried 


with me in obſcurity, blaze forth in 


all its colours! I can hide from you 


my. bluſhes, but not my imprudence ; 


my love .. . my love is fo exceſſive, 


that it exceeds all bounds . ,'. . Chriſ- 
tian, I know only to love. {At theſe 
words the princeſs ſhed tears.) I was 


willing . «I requeſted to ſee you 


- T have given my word to my faithful 


Albana that this ſhall be the laſt time 
... What have! promiſed! heavens : 
the laſt time! alas! will it be poſſible. 
for me, will it be poſſible for me to re- | 
frain from wiſhing to ſee you, from 
again ſeeking you ? . . . My lord, you 


have informed me of your birth .. . .. 


the 
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tlie ſoudan, my father, treats me with 
ſuch tenderneſs, that! may flatter my- 
ſelf with every thing I can aſk; if 
you felt my tranſports, if you di- 
vided with me that burning ardeur 
which devours me, you would for- 
get your country : mine would be- 
come yours: Meledin would load 
you with favours . . . Do you love 


me? 


At theſe words, pronounced by lips 
of roſes, by love itſelf, Gleichen was 
unable to refrain from throwing him- 
ſelf at the princeſs's feet and kiſſing 
her hand : — Madam. . Madam, ſays 
he, you ſee how I am overcome 


9 ſo 
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ſo many graces and charms .. . the 
molt heart-felt gratitude. . ... . Ah, 
cries Zelida! ſay the tendereſt, the- 
fondeſt love.. . which anſwers all 
my ardour .. . . Yes, Meledin can in- 
demnify you for every ſacrifice ; in- 
formed of your nobility, of your rank, 
there is no doubt of it, he will raiſe 
you to be his equal: matrimony ſhall 
unite us; you ſhall reign with Zelida; 
what do I ſay? tis you who fhall give 
Jaw and command: Zelida aſpires 
only to bear the name of your ſlave 
- - Ah! Chriſtian, 'tis the daughter | 
of thy vanquiſher, the ſoudan of 


Egypt, that is dying for thee! 


What 


: COUNT GLEICHEN, 59 
What darts for the foul of the 
count! the moſt. engeging of women, 
- WH a young princeſs, the roſe even which. 
opens itſelf. to the premier beam of 
love, all the. alluring charms of ſen ſu« 
ality : ſuch were the enchanting ene- 
mies which Gleichen had to- reſiſt, 
There is but one ſole obſtacle, ſays 
Zelida, which can impede our union ; 
but, if you are ſenſible, if you can pay 
me with ſome return . . love me. 
as I love you: oh, that obſtacle will 
ſoon vaniſh : alas do. you think our 
belief differs ſo much from that which 
you have adopted? I am convinced, 
on that condition, the ſoudan, Chriſ- 
tian. . you might be my huſband 
D # . .. What, 
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.. . — What, renounce my religion, 
Madam, cries: the count! Have you 
3 ſeen .. never heard mention of 
our knights? There is, only the ſole 
count of Tripoli “, the ſole Raymund 
that has belied his birth, his origin, 
and country. Do you not know there 
15. an eternal execration, reſerved for 
him? Tis with horror only we: pro- 
nounce this name which we endea- 


15 8 count of Tripoli, enraged ae Sy- 
bill's having preferred Luſignan to him, to con- 
fer on Bim her bed and crown, went and engaged 
himſelf with Saladin, abjured his religion, took 
up arms againſt the Chriſtians, totally deſtroyed 
their dominion in Paleſtine, and died with rage! 
| Saladin hat having appointed him king of Jeru- 
ſalem, according to his promite, : 


. GAS: | vour 
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vour to forget... . Madam, there is 
an invincible barrier raiſed between 
us. Why ſhould. religion, exclaims 
Zelida in tears, be the cauſe of my 
miſery! Ah, count! you are incapa- 
ble of loving .. + you are incapable of 
loving! cruel man! I . would- have 
done every thing for thee ! at leaſt 
+.» + thou ſhalt remain Chriſtian in 
thy heart; we ſerve the ſame God 
3 — Difſſimulation, Madam, * 
Joins Gleichen ! artifice is beneath us 
both... Princeſs, be affured, your 
kindneſs ſhall never be effaced from 
my memory; let me owe my liberty 
to you! and my ſoul. re ſhall be ever 
mindful of Zelida ; the ſhall poſſeſs. 
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every ſentiment which my honour 
and duty will permit of; the ſhall be 
after . . . . Zelida ſhall be her whom I 


— 


will * the en. 


Gleichen, on the brink of diſcover- 
ing himſelf, was extremely embar- 
rafſed in pronouncing theſe laſt words. | 


"You are an ungrateful wretch, ex- 


Pie claims Zelida, diflolved in tears? I 


would . . . get thou gone, languiſh in 
the obſcure condition of a ſlave: drag 
thy fetters; that is a deſtiny thou 
meriteſt ; ſhould theſe Chriſtians ſole- 
ly excite my pity ? you admoniſh me 
"4 + + I have let myſelf down... but 
. . I will repair my error, I will ex- 
1 ; piate 
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ir piate it by hatred ..... Ah my 
)e | lord .. . II hate you! No, don't be- 
TL eve it, don't believe it.. you talk of 


liberty .. . you have raviſhed mine 

from me 1... would you were at a. 
— diſtance ! that I could never more ſee 
you !. that the ſeas ſeparated us ! that 
Zelida could ſay ſhe had never loved. 
you! Alas! this ſentiment . , | am I. 
ſufficiently miſtreſs of myſelf to ſtifle. 
it, even to ſtruggle with it! it will 
animate me, it will inflame me even 
in the grave. . . You ſay nothing 
to me ? — Madam, anſwers Gleichen, 
Fam not permitted to reply to you but 
by one ſole word: the difference of out 


D 6 ruck N 
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Zelida . .. let him be gone! . . „let 
him go out! let him never appear 
again! I ſhall not ſee thee .. . . no, I 
{hall never fee thee more; for thee I 
have offended virtue, my duty . « « 
J have forgotten that 1 Was the 
daughter of a ſovereigu, thy maſter 
.. + barbarian ! thou wilt be my 
| death! 12 2 , e OV. 


Gleichen did not hear theſe laſt 
words: the Sicilian carried, him back 
to the gardens, by the ſame ſecret 
paths as he had been introduced: 
What have you done, ſays ſhe to him! 
what, have you done? ought you not 
have expreſſed to her at leaſt. that 
| ſenſibility 


COUNT, GLEICHEN, 6¹ 
Fglibility which, in defzult of lore, 
conſoles and ſoftens? . . ſhe merity 
your pity and gratitude . , , Ah! ex- 
claims the count, ſhe merits the greats | 
eſt affection, I but too much feel it! 
but, Albana, is it fit for me. .. is it in 
my power to liſten to thoſe tranſports, 
which undoubtedly Zelida is capable 
of inſpiring? and when I ſhould be 
burning with the ſame ardour ;. when 
her charms ſhould have taken full poſ- 
ſeſſion of my ſoul: ſhould 1 forget my 
wife and religion, that religion far 
which every worthy knight ſhould be | 
ready to ſacrifice his lite, which has 
called us into theſe regions, and fer 


which we have met ſlavery or death ? 45 
| Struck 


de 
2 4 
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Struck with ſuch a- diſagreeable | 
fituation, the count and Sicilian ſepa-- 
rated, more uncertain than ever how 


to act in ſuch an extremity. 


Gleichen returned to Leo, who 
waited with impatience to be informed 
of the ſucceſs: of the interview. As 
to Zelida, tis impoſſible to form an. 
' Idea of the dreadful | confuſton of her: 
ſenſes: I will ſhew, cried the... 
I will ſhew theſe. Chriſtians that we. 
furpaſs them in generoſity ;: Albana- 


* + I ſhall find means to conquer, to 
Kirmount this paſſion . „ Which will 

| coſt me my life l. it's of no conſe- 

quence « + let him have his liberty! 
a oy 
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let him go for ever from theſe climes!. 
may my name be effaced from his 
memory! I excuſe him even from the 
tribute of gratitude . ... ..oh ! the un- 
grateful wretch L would. it be poſſible 
for him to return my love? ... thou 
art my ſole friend; my heart has 
never hidden from thee a ſeeret . © 
J love, I love to diſtraction, and with- 
out hope ! thou ſeeſt it: the barba - 
nan ! he refuſes to reecive my hand! 
I would have raiſed him to my fa - 
ther's throne. He talks to me of reli- 
gion ! alas! I feel, Albana . . . my 
own . .. pardon me! O divine Pro- 
phet! pardon me.. heal then my 
heart of a wound ſo deep l.. Albana 
10 . . I would 
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. I would break his fetters, for the 
ſoudan would not refuſe me that fa- 
vour ! and he ſhould go! he ſhould 
flee for ever from my fight ! yet if my 


regards could ſometimes. faſten them- 


ſelves to his! if I knew at leaſt of his 


being in this country, that he breathed 


the ſame air with me ! . . . No, I ſhall 


not have the reſolution to be ſo gene- 


rous, to be ſo far my own enemy and 


executioner: he ſhall remain in chains 


. if they were broken, he would 
ſcarce remember Zelida !. 'tis thus, 
Albana, he would repay an unprece- 
dented affection - and would no ſooner 


be returned into his own country, 


than he would laugh at my tears and 
my 
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my death; for doeſt thou imagine 1 
100 ſurvive it? Ino longer know my- 
ſelf, my virtue and reaſon have for- 
ſaken me. . . he is then ſo wedded 
to his religion ! "tis true ... . tis true, 
Chriſtianity teaches and commands 
ſenkbility !.. . Albana, I would: fain 
examine its principles: thou haſt al- 
ready laid them before me: thy reli- 
gion is: no ſtranger to me... I muſt 
needs employ myſelf on it: it is tho 
count's religion. 2 4 hn 
Spight of Meledin's pacific inten- 
tions, he was again compelled to de- 
clare war. The emperor Frederick 
bad baughtily ſent to him to demand 
5M the 


his ambaſſadors: That he by no 
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the reſtoration of the kingdom of Je- 
ruſalem. The ſoudan anſwered by 


4 means rejected the friendfhip of this 
< prince: but that with reſpect to the 
« reſtoration of the Holy-land, his 
4 religion and conſcience abſolutely 
1 forbade him to ſatisfy him on that 
« head.” He added: That the Sa- 
& racens had the ſame veneration for 
« the Temple of the Lord, where they 
& flocked from all parts to adore God; 
& as the 8 ſhowed in favour. 
« of the holy ſepulchre conſecrated 
<«. to Jeſus. Chriſt ;. that as to the reſt, . 
&© he aſked only a continuation of 
5 peace, war being but a deſtructive 
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ſcourge for both parties.” This 
anſwer was accompanied with magni- 


ficent preſents * ;. they pretend even 
that 


We read in the hiſtory of the Cruſades, # 
work in other reſpects formed for oblivion, the 
following particulars : — Among other rarities. 
« of the Eaſt, Meledin ſent Frederick a magnifi- 
'*s cent tent, eſtimated at more than fifty thou= 
« ſand pounds. ſterling, in which, outdoing even 
& what has been recorded of the magnificenca: 
© of the ancient kings of Perſia, they had fo. 
perfectly repreſented the real heavens in the 
top of this admirable pavilion, that the globes 
of the ſun and earth turned by ſecret ſprings. 
ti there of their own accord, and by a well-con- 
© trived artifice, kept the exact ſame meaſures 
in their regular motions, a8 nature has pre- 
& ſcribed in two different manners to theſe two 
«. planets, which by this well-regulated diverſity 

if 


* 
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that Meledin's b i dere addreſſed 

themſelves. to the pope, as to the chief 
of a religion that deteſted the blood 
and: Ins of war, and that the pon- | 
tiff, forgetting the principles of his 
ſtation and ſituation, equally bad poli- 
tician and indign repreſentative of a 


— 


6 « of their courſe, form the whole harmony of 
* the world: fo that all the hours of the day 
and night were as exactly marked in this tent, by 
« the artificial courſe of theſe two globes, as 
* they could be on a dial by the motion of the 
« ſun or moon.” What ought to aſtoniſh us 
Rill more than this fable is, that Maimbourg, 
the author of this hiſtory of the Cruſades,  ap- . 
peared in the time of our beſt writers, and for a. 
time uſurped a fort of reputation. After ſuch: 
ſort of examples one may well aſk ſeriouſly what: 


— 


God 


85 
eſſæd NGod of kindneſs and forgiveneſs, ſent 


chief Nack theſe deputies, without even con- 
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lood Mueſcending to give them a hearing, 
on- becauſe (ſaid he) he would have no 
bis . interviews with infdels;“ if this 
is ſpeaking like a devotee, ſurely tis 
neither the language nor proceedings 


of a ſovereign. 


Impediments, as it generally hap= - 
pen s, only ferved to irritate the paſſion 
of Zelida; ſhe was continually weep- 
ing on the boſom of her Albana; ſhe 
formed divers projects, which being as 
ſoon deſtroyed, left her in an uncer- 
tainty more cruel perhaps than its re- 
verſe; the Sicilian's repreſentations; 

her 


* 


>» 


” ff 
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N her « own 3 her affection for 
her father; nothing ſeemed. capable 


of remedying the malady which con- 


ſumed her, 


Leo, on his fide, loaded Gleichen 


You have not, 


with reproaches : 
ſaid he, even deigned to alleviate the 
deep affliction you have occaſioned this 
unhappy creiture.! I ſee it by the ar- 
rangement of the flowers. You are 
reſolved then to involve us all in cer- 
tain ruin? Why was it not to den 
me the princeſs ſhould caſt her eyes? 
I would have flattered her with hope 


That is, you would have 


forfeited your honour, and have made 


uls 


%F 
* 


--- 
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uſe of impoſition, rejoins the count; 
virtue. . Virtue! interrupts Lea, 
ſubmits, on ſome occaſions, to neceſs 
ſity - ... And you are a knight, 
ſays Gleichen to him! you profeſs a 
religion the enemy of falſehood ! . . 


alas! believe me, I am the moſt to be 


pitied of mankind! if you ſaw the 
bottom of my heart, if you knew how 
it is rent !. . no, l will never ſacrifice 
my wife, nor the faith of my anceſ- 


tors. 


Zelida had a ſecond interview with 


Gleichen: what a ſnare was he caught 


in !— Chriſtian, ſays ſhe to him, I 
have conſulted myſelf; I had deter- 
mined 


4 
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mined to break thy fetters, and aban- 


doned thee to thy ingratitude; in a 
word, to have made thee happy, ſa- 
crificed my own happineſs; ſuffered Ml a 
eternal woe, and died for thee : this 
effort, I am conſtrained to confeſs, is 
beyond my ſtrength : my deſtiny muſt 
be united to thine. Thanks to the 
leflons of Albana, I am properly i in- 
ſtructed in thy worſhip, I have . 
ſerved, I have conceived doubts on the 
religion of my anceſtors . . . Chriſtian 
. + tis not thine ! and can one have 
another than that of the object of one's 
love? (This Kuck the count and 
Albana with aſtoniſhment.) Ves, 
continues the princeſs, I will adopt, 
w I wyll 


ba 
COUNT GLEICHEN, "WJ 


adopt, I will embrace thy law; thou 


ſhalt maintain me in the knowledge 
of its precepts; thou ſhalt make me 
abjure that which, till this moment, 
has enſlaved me in its errors: cer- 
tainly they are errors, ſince they are 
not thy belief: J have no doubt of the q 
truth's being in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart; it ſhall be I then that will re- 
nounce. . ah! Chriſtian, what am I 
ſaying ! what a crime am I about to 
commit! . O my father! did you 
expect ſuch a ſtroke from your daugh- 


ter? 


The princeſs ſheda torrent of tears, 
and ſeemed to fink under her grief; 
E but 
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Probity : ſpeak! (The count was 


of the power of ſuch charms... . but 


but recovering herſelf, ſhe ſaid : — 
Gleichen, there 1s no time for balanc. 
ing: if I promiſe you to quit the faith 
of my anceſtors, and every thing for 
Chriſtianity, to break your fetters, and 
to follow you wherever you ſhall con- 
duct me, will you acknowledge me for 


your wife? I throw myſelf on your 


thunder ftruck : he remained ſpeech- 
leſs.) Why don't you anſwer me, con- 
tinues the princeſs? confuſion ſtarts 
from every vein! Zelida . . would 
love in vain ? — No, Madam, replies 


Gleichen, no one could be inſenſible 


... . your bounty overcomes Me... 


alas! 
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alas! is it poſſible to deceive the vigi- 


lance of all around ? . . . If the ſou- 


dan diſcover the leaſt of our proceed- 
ings, | have you conſidered, Madam, 
the deſtiny which attends you 
Don't fear for me, count, replies Zeli- 
da; don't fear for me : tis you that are 
the only object of my fears . . . Ex- 
plain yourſelf then : are you deter- 
mined to form an engagement. ES 
which will aſſure me of your love? I 
aſk only your word, and I will imph- 
citly believe you. You ſee there are 
no more obſtacles to oppoſe me. I ſa- 
crifice every thing to you, Gleichen, 
even religion and nature: I quit a fa- 
ther: after you, there is nothing m 


E 2 the 
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the world more dear to me, and vill 
not be without the moſt violent ſtrug- 
gles I ſhall tear myſelf from him: but 
you are a prey to an emotion. — 
Permit me, Madam, interrupts Glei- 
chen, to go out for a few minutes 
I am unable to ſuſtain what I feel 
. . . . — Go, count, replies Zelida; you 
will bring me your anſwer yourſelf 


. my life depends on it. 


What expreſſions for Gleichen ! he 
knew not what reſolution to take ! 
As yet he bad not let eſcape him a 
confeſſion which would bring in queſ. 
tion his honour, and expoſe him to a 


ſelf- conviction of the baſeſt treachery. 
He 
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He was on the brink of attempting 
his days: — My God, cries he! par- 
don me this offence | Is there another 
mean to free me from perfidy and per- 
jury ? Leo ſeized his arm in the mo- 
ment Gleichen was. going to run him- 
ſelf through the heart: — Where 1s 
your blind paſſion leading you? ex- 
claims Leo—you are blackening your- 
ſelf with a crime the moſt hideous in 
the eyes of a Supreme Being ! homi- 
cide of yourſelf! and you are wedded 
to your religion ! — Ah! my friend, 
replies the count, I am on the brink of 
a dreadful precipice, and there is no- 
thing but death can ſnatch me from 
it! what ſhall I determine, Leo? 
E 3 Albana, 
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_ 7: 

ö Albana, by favour of a veil which tie 
perfectly concealed her, came to the 
two flaves : — Count, ſays ſhe, you 

are all ruined ; Meledin is ſo irritated 
againſt our princes who have declared 
war againſt him, that he has ſworn he 

will exterminate all the Chriſtians in 
his power: the order is given. The 
order is given, exclaims Gleichen! — 
Yes, continues the Sicilian, after to- 
morrow is the day fixed on for this 
bloody proſcription. Zelida has ſent 
me to you: ſhe has found means to 
gain over, by prayers and preſents, 


ſome of the emirs; they are to facili- 


tate the eſcape of our countrymen 3 
but you comprehend on what condi- 
tions 
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tions this favour is granted: we are 
to flee with you; Zelida demands 
only your promiſe : when we ſhall be 
handed in a place of fafety, far frond | 
thoſe perils which now ſurround- ue, 
you will give her your hand, and ſhe 
will renounce her religion to embrace 
yours... . Count, you ſee there is no 
room for heſitating ; time preſſes, the 
hours fly, and the princeſs awaits 


your anſwer, 


* 


Gleichen proſtrated himſelf on the 


ground, and took heaven to witneſs 


the cruel neceſſity to which he was re- 


duced. You know my ſecret ties, ſays 
he, addrefling himſelf to the Sicilian ; | 
E 4, but 


—_— 
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but except love, the princeſs ſhall have 


all my ſentiments: tell her, Albana, 
that I have promiſed. . . Great God ! 
Jam forced then, in order to ſave the 
lives of ſo many brave knights, to 
have recourſe to a perjury Vou know 
« - . you know the care of my own 
days would never have wreſted from 
me this promiſe. . . , which I am un- 
able to fulfil. Let us go, Albana; I 
am determined on reſigning myſelf ta 
an inflexible deſtiny ! . . . . Leo, you 
ſhall never more reproach me with 


your misfortunes, 


Leo and Albana were much leſs 
{ſcrupulous and delicate then Gleichen. 


Moreover 
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Moreover in theſe dark ages, when the 
ſoul was blinded by. fanaticiſm, it was 

conſidered as a duty to make uſe of all 
poſſible means to procure a converſion : 
none were left untried : they were in 
ſome reſpes conſecrated by the mo- 
tive. The Sicilian longed to ſee her 
country again, and return to the wor- 
ſhip of her anceſtors; ſhe ſeemed to 
have forgotten that ſhe was abuſing 
the ſoudan's cenfiderice, that ſhe was- 
tearing a daughter from the boſom of 
a parent, and rendering herſelf guilty 
of the baſeſt treachery. The count 
was the only one that ſaw this action 
in its true light: but they were con- 
tinually demonſtrating to him the im- 


r minent 
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minent danger of the Chriſtian cape 
tives; and *twas neceſſary for him, as 
one may ſay, to ſacriſiee himſelf to 
their ſafety. 


The inſtant then arrived when the 
princeſs prepared for her flight; to 


abandon for ever her rank, her coun- 
try, her father; a father who adored 
her. Struck with this den, ſhe was 
ready to triumph over her paſſion 
— What! my father, cries the! 
but to-day haſt thou taken me in thy 


arms! preſſed me to thy breaſt ! and 


ſaid to me, with a tenderneſs that 
every day augmented, * My daughter 
„. ... my daughter! I will facrifice 
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& every thing for thee ; thou ſhalt 
: divide with me my throne : it ſhall 
6 be thy heritage.” .. . . And this is 
he whom I am betraying !. . . what a 
heart am I piercing! to-morrow, 


when he opens his eyes, he will ſee me 


no more never. . never. no, 
E will not leave this dear author of my 
life. Let Gleichen part! let him be 
gone! be free! let him go to other 
regions, and inſult my weakneſs ! .... 


Fhe prineeſs renounced her project; 


ber hands refuſed to prepare for her 


departure: I will remain here, ex- 

claims ſhe ...., I will reſign myſelf to 

death ..... and Gleichen . Albana is 
E 6 about. 
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about to be taken from me !,,.Qcruel; 
cruel love! how thou art tormenting 
me! let us expire in our tears! for my 
only hope is death ! .. , Albana, thou 
wilt tell the ſoudan to-morrow, when 
he finds his daughter motionleſs, cold, 
and incapable of receiving his careſſes 


.. . thou wilt recount to him the 


whole of my misfortunes. and errors, 
how, for the love of an unknown per- 
ſon, a ſlave, and a Chriſtian, I was 
about to trample on my religion and 
paternal love; let him know every 
crime, for I am the moſt culpable.. . 
the moſt wretched of women! Ah! 
Gleichen, Gleichen! what evil genius, 
enemy of my happineſs and tranquil- 

lity, 
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lity, ſent thee into theſe climes? How: 
dearly ſhall I rue theſe chains which 
an unlucky victory placed on thy 
hands! Gleichen, I adore thee . + 
My only friend, no one ſurely. ever 
loved with the ſame phrenzy as I: 'tis- 
adevouring flame kindled in my veins; 
my whole ſoul is full of the count, 
and is conſuming with a fire which, 


death itſelf cannot extinguiſh; yes, I 


will idolize him even in the grave, fon 


tis impoſſible this ſentiment can ever 
be deſtroyed : and.. . he is going to 
flee theſe regions! for the laſt time, 
at leaſt, let him ſee all my love and 


torments l 


Zelids 


* 
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Jelida was diſpoſed to overcome this 


violent, tyrannical paſſion. Gleichen, 
almoſt expiring, fuſtained by Leo, pre- 
ſented himſelf before her: — Well! 
count, cried ſhe, ſhall I follow you? 
ſhall my fate be united to yours ? may 
I depend on your gratitude . « . on 
your affeQion ? *tis only that fenti- 
ment can recompenſe . every thing 
E am doing for you. . Ah! Chriſ- 
tian, do they love ſo in thy Europe? 
Yes, Madam, replied Leo, the knight: 
is impatient to unite: his deſtiny: to 
vours: he promiſes: yow ..... (here 
Gleichen ſtuttered ſome words badly 
articulated; the Greek interrupted 
hin, hy a glance which cautioned. him | 
ha, 
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to be more guarded.) — His ſituation 
will not permit him to deliver himſelf 
to thoſe proteſtations with which he 


ſo ardently burns to conſecrate his pro- 
miſe; a ſudden indiſpoſition has thrown 
him into diſorder and oppreſſion of ſpĩi- 
its . .. . Do you think him in dans 
ger, cries the princeſs with earneſt» 
neſs? Alas! Madam, ſays the count 
to her, in a voice almoſt loſt, what re» 
compenſe in effect can acquit ſuch fa- 
vours? you break the fetters of i 
many brave een : | 


Zelida was going to reply, when a 
ſlave came and informed the Sxcihan, 


every thin 'S was ready for this flight, 
which 
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which a thouſand obſtacles. could pre- 
vent. The princeſs, turning her eyes 
towards her father's apartments, ex- 
claimed. Ib is done then, O. my fi- 
ther! thy daughter is betraying. «> 
abandoning . ... quitting. thee .. for 
ever 1 „Gleichen, 1 love thee ſuffici- 
ently to be unſuſpicious of thee, Tis 
thy wife who flies after thee, who will 
receive baptiſm and thy hand 
{ſhe perceived a kind of emotion eſcape 
the. knight.) Gleichen, (continues 
| ſhe,) I depend on thy probity as much 
as on thy love.. Let us be gone. O- 
God of Chriſtians, be thou the guar- 
dian of his word !. 


15 4 
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They foon reached the ſea-ſide, 
where a ſhip was waiting for them, 
All the priſoners, delivered by Zelida, 
proſtrated themſelves at her fest, and 
blefled her generoſity: the princeſs in- 
formed them that ſhe had been obliged 
to have recourſe to a ſtratagem, in or- 


der to prevail on Gleichen to deter- 
mine himſelf: — No, Chriſtians, cried 
ſhe, my father never had an idea of 
taking your lives: he knows too well 


true greatneſs and the laws of huma- 


nity, to blacken himſelf with ſuch a 
cruelty; I wiſhed to prevail on your 
countryman to leave an abode be- 
come foreign to me; for tis Glei- 
chen's country that ſhall be mine, and 
| I long 
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| I long to arrive there. My friends, I 
am a Chriſtian, and ſhall be his wife. 


| During the whole voyage, the 

knight ſeemed overwhelmed with me- 
lancholy : ſometimes he appeared agi- 
tated, and was on the point of reveal- 
ing every thing to Zelida. In one of 
thoſe moments when the princeſs was 
repoling herſelf, he ran to Leo, whom 
he found with- the Sicilian: Cruel 
ones, cries he! are you ſatisfied ? have 
1 properly fulfilled your perfidious 
ſuggeſtions? See then to what you 
have reduced a knight ? to betray pro- 
bity, honour, and religion; for I offend 
this religion of truth, in making uſe 
of 


—— 


gr 
of artifice and falſity, a falfity ſo mean, 
ſo vile, ſo degrading for a deſcendant 


COUNT LEIHEN. 
IS, I 


of the Swartzbourgs ! ſhe ſleeps, this 
victim of your baſe counſels ! ſleeps, 
whilſt I am tearing in pieces with re- 
morſe, feeling the moſt crueb tor- 
ments, an horror to myſelf, and 'tis at. 


this price our chains have been broken ! 


At length they landed. Zelida con- 
cluded ſhe had no Ionger any thing to 
fear : ſhe thought ſhe had only to live 


and be beloved ; they had reached a 
coaft of Chriſtendom ; the creſcents 
were no longer in view; a miſtreſs 
conſumed with her paſſion awaited only 


the moment of receiving the premier 


ſeal 
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to take the name of your wife ! Alas, 


* 


ſeal of our faith, and of approaching 
the altar ; — Count, cried the princeſs, 
1 am arrived at the happy moment 
when the daughter of Meledin is about 


you will be every thing to me, a father 
K a father whom I ſhall ever regret in- 
finitely more than the ſovereign gran- 
deur to which his kindneſs, to which 
my rank called me. My dear count! 
for you I have ſacrificed every thing 
(Albana and Leo were by the prin- 
ceſs.) As the ſpoke theſe laſt words, 
Gleichen ran and threw himſelf at 
her feet : — Adorable woman, cries 
he! you merit without doubt every 
homage, the tendereſt, ſofteſt, pureſt, 


ſincereſt 
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ſincereſt love... . believe me ſenſible 
of it, and that ingratitude will never 
enter my breaſt: but liſten to the ex- 
tent of my miſery , . . (The Greek 


and Sicilian endeavoured to ſtop his 


proceeding.) All your efforts are uſe- 


leſs, continues Gleichen; too long al- 


ready have you prevented a confeſſion 


. . + It 1s time to reveal, . , Madam, 


know . .. . princeſs, they have forced 


me to impoſe on you.. . I have not the 
liberty of giving you my hand.. — 
What do you ſay, replies Zelida?., 
O heaven! heavens ! — Madam, con- 


tinues Gleichen, a wife . . . I am mar- 


ried. You married! interrapts the 
princeſs. — Yes, Madam, ſays the 


* w 
count, 
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94 
count, I can no longer diſpoſe of my 


faith: it belongs to a wife who has re- 


exclaims Zelida ! . , married, do you 


ſay? — This then, my divine bene- 


factreſs, rejoins the count, is the cauſe 


of my trouble, and of the embarraſs- 


ment which has ſo overwhelmed me 


in your preſence; the liberty, the lives 


of my brave countrymen, whom they 


repreſented to me as on the point of 


| being maſſacred, prevailed in the mo- 


ment over every other conſideration : 


had there been but my ow at ſtake, 


believe me, Madam, I ſhould not have 


heſitated : I would undoubtedly have 


preferred death to the mortification of 


having 


+ I TIF) 
, 


COUNT GLEICHEN,» 95 


having recourſe to an impoſition, . to 
the deceiving of you, to the abuſe of 
that affection .. the worth of which 


I feel too forcibly . . . . — You have a 


wife, exclaims Zelida! alas, what deſ- * 


tiny then is reſerved for me?. bar⸗- 


barian ! carry me back to the country 


from whence thou haſt torn me on the 


faith of a paſſion which at preſent q 


cauſes all my woes, my ſhame, my 
deſpair . . . . let no one ſpeak to me 
any more, let no one mention again 
thy religion 1! 'tis the religion of per- 
jury and of the baſeſt, the moſt abomi- 
nable treachery ! I renounce, I abjure | 
it for ever... Ah! my father ! my x 
father! ſee then to what my weak- 


nels, 
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meſs, my errors, my crimes have led 
me; yes, my crimes! I have com- 
mitted them all, in commiſerating thy 
misfortune, in burning with a fire. 


my death ſhall extinguiſh it 


5 Immediately ſhe drew her poniard *, 


and attempted to thruſt it into her 


* 


heart: Gleichen ſeized her arm: — 
What are you going to do, cries he? 
Zelida... Zelida !... hear me, vouch- 
ſafe .. you ſhall be, after my wife, 
every thing that is moſt dear to me 


. don't doubt it: ſenſibility, friend- 


F7 This is an Oriental cuſtom : the women 
wear a poniard at their girdle, which is often en- 


riched with precious ſtones, 


: ſhip, 


- 3 * 
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ſhip, every teſtimony of the tendereſt, 


— 


COUNT GLEICHEN, 


the moſt heact-felt gratitude . 


Ah! cruel one, replies ſhe; is this thy 


love ! that ſentiment alone were capa» 


ble of repaying mine, were worthy of 
an ardour ., . , no, barbarian! never 


was there ſuch another.. thou 


wanteſt to prevent me from getting 


rid of a life become odious to me? 
Won't thy perfidy purſue and aſſaſſi- 


nate me at every inſtant and in every 


place? Why do I live! to render 
my ſufferings {till greater, to tear in 
pieces my heart . . . Thou art right, 


thou art right to torment it, even tg 
death: it is but tos culpable l it is full 
of thee, ungrateful wretch, and whilſt 


2 I am 
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J am adoring thee... .. dying for love 


of thee, have ſacrificed to thee my re- 
putation,, my honour, my father, and 
reduced myſelf to thy fituation of a 


flave, thou flieſt to the arms of a rival 


. permit me then to put a period to 


a hideous exiſtence ; or if this fortu- 


nate wife of thine, who will be made 


ſo happy through my miſery, will 


permit thee a ſentiment of pity, pro- 


miſe me to pierce this boſom, from 
Wbenge T ſhall never be able to baniſh 
thy image . .. alas! in expiring by y 
thy hand, I ſhall bleſs my fall. 

_ this) will be the ſole mark of gratitude 
. thou wilt have given me! 


This 


18 
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This victim of love, undoubtedly an 
object of compaſſion, abandoned her- 
ſelf to the wildeſt deſpair: ſhe drowned 
the earth with her tears, and was a 
prey to convulſions; Gleichen ſuſ- 
tained her in his arms: ſhe opened her 
eyes almoſt extinguiſhed with weep- 
ing: — Thou holdeſt me againſt thy 
heart, fays ſhe to him! . . Alas! 1 


can find nothing but pity there!. 


nothing but pity ! . . puniſh me, | tell 


| thee; ſtrike; take my life! haſh my 


heart in pieces; 'tis impoſſible for me 


to ſuſtain my load any longer 


They laviſhed on the princeſs ebery | 
ſuccour capable of reviving her, for 
F 2 " 
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ſhe was fallen into a dangerous ſitu- 
ation. Gleichen never quitted her , 
he was ready to die with her; hs 
loaded Albana and Leo with the 
| bittereſt reproaches : —— Miſerable 
wretches, ſaid he! enjoy the work of 
Four hands ! at what a price ſhall we 
recover our liberty! Oh! would I 
were ſtill loaded with Meledin's fet- 
ters ! what a ſpectacle! beauty, youth, 
virtue, confidence, the heart the moſt 
generous, the moſt tender: ſuch is ſhe 
whom we've had the barbarity to de- 


9 


ceive and to facrifice ! ! 


The count's ſituation was very little 
better than Zelida's ; this unfortunate 


fair 
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fair one having recovered her ſenſes, 
addreſſed the knight with that tone 
which touches the very bottom of the 
' foul with the moſt pathetic compaſ- 
fion : —I will refign myſelf to my 
- deſtiny, ſays the ; 'tis my place to ſa- 
P*erifice myſelf ... . . Gleichen .. ſince 
it muſt be, ſince my love humbles. 
me ſo far, I will acknowledge my 
rival, divide with her your heart, and: 
be your ſecond wife , a at this price, 


will you refuſe me your love? 


Into what a dreadful fit of deſpair 
did the unfortunate Zelida again ſink, 


when the Sicilian and Leo informed: 


her, that one of the premier-precepts 
F 3 of | 
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of our religion is the interdiction of a 
plurality of wives, that it is inflexible, 
and, in that reſpect, without excep- 
tion! — I am deprived then of every 
gleam of hope, cries the! Alas! why 
ſhould you perſiſt to oblige me to live? 


this is the ſenſibility of Chriſtians! 


.. . Have the kindneſs, I conjure you, 


to no longer retain from me the mean, 


the only mean of delivering myſelf 


from ſo many. evils Would your rel 
gion be ſo barbarous as to deny me tos 


this ſole conſolation ? And ſhe imme- 


diately threw herſelf on Albana to en- 


deavour to get the poniard again which 
the latter had taken from her; but 
her efforts were uſeleſs. The count 


Was 


* 


couwr GLEICHEN, . 13 ü 
was inceſſantly repeating to her, that 
her exiſtence was more dear and more 


precious to him than his own: her re- 


plies were only melancholy lamenta- 
tions and torrents of tears; often 
would ſhe fix on Gleichen her fine 
eyes  ofercharged with grief : alas! 
what did they not ſay to him? Zelida 
poſſeſſed ſo many charms ! Neverthe- 
leſs the count; penetrated with the 
ſpirit of chivalry, which might be 


termed the profeſſion of honour alſo; 


had- never attempted to take advan- 
tages of the weakneſs of a woman 
whoſe miſery, rank, and con ſidenee, 
humanity ſeemed to command him to- 
reſpect; Zelida ſeemed under the pro- 
| F 4 | tection. 
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tection of that heroic ally, which 
we ſeem to have-Ibſt even the remem- 


brance of. 


Zelida ſank under her grief; Glei- 
chen had juſt quitted her: he returned 
with precipitation: one might read in 
his countenance an impatience to ex- 
plain himſelf : — Madam, ſays he, 
« . . divine Zelida ! though 1 have to 
lament a wife who merited my affec- 
tion, I have at leaſt the conſolation left 


of preventing my benefactreſs from 


following her to the grave. I have 


met at the door a merchant of our 
country... . he aſſures me my wife 


is no more | The princeſs exclaimed ; 


You 
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You will receive then my hand! and 
her beauty returned immediately like 
a flower on the point of fading, which 
ſhould ſuddenly have reſumed its 
freſhneſs and brilliancy- 


Gleichen related the particulars of: 
theſe unexpected news. Leo and the 
Sicilian recommended the princefs to 
leave the count to thoſe premier re- 
grets which the death of a wife ſeemed: 
to demand: this ſoul, which breathed, 
as one may ſay, candour and truth, 
ſuppreſſed its inclinations to. joy: ſhe 
cabmitted, in fine, to the laws pre- 
ſeribed by ſentiment and uſage: but 
they was inceſſantly talking to the Si - 

E 5 cilian - 
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cilian and Leo of the moment when 


ſhe ſhould approach the altar: her 


looks, her whole ſoul ſeemed wedded 


to this idea; that inſtant alone ſeemed 
to have full poſſeſſion of her, and could 
not arrive ſoon enough for her wiſhes. 
We have already remarked,-that the 
Aſiatic women experience in the leaſt 
of their deſires, a tranſport which the 
-women of our climes are incapable of 
imagining : 'tis in theſe regions de- 
voured by the ſun, the poets have had 
cauſe toſcribe a flambeau to Love. 

| 
- Gleichen, on his fide, appeared very 
different from what he had before : 
one could ſee on his features, pene- 


trating 


* * 
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trating through the fades of grief, a 
kind of conſoling ray; he ſtill adored 
his wife, and ſincerely regretted her: 
but it muſt be confeſſed the aſpect of 
ſuch an enchanting object as Zelida, 
was capable of blending ſome mitiga- 
tion with his pain: he was ſo tenderly 
beloved! had ſo many obligations to 
acquit! in a word, Zelida was ſo beau- 
tiful! there are but few huſbands in 
ſuch a ſituation, even the moſt faith- 
ful, who would have withſtood ſuch an 


aſſemblage of temptations L 


They arrived at Venice. At length, 1 | 
then, cries Gleichen, am permitted | 
to reſign every ſentiment to my dear 

F 6 Zelida! 
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Zelida! 'tis now I can repay her love! 
Ah! what love ſhall I pledge to her? 
to be ever at her feet, ever adoring her 
after the God I ſerve, as my ſecond di- 
vinity; my heart ſhalt be her temple; 
her huſband, her Iover, and moſt ſab- 
miſſive flave; ſuch my charming, 
adorable Zelida, will I continue to my 
laſt breath , . idol of my foul receive 


my vows ! 


"Tis impoſſible to form an idea «of 
the joy and tranſports of the daughter 
of Meledin ; thoſe hearts alone that 
are capable of loving paſſionately, can 


have ſome idea of her ſituation. Why 


is expreſſion ſo infinitely beneath ſen- 


timent ? 


— 


COUNT GLENN. tog 
timent? we have already remarked fe 
veral times, that love has a particular 


language. 


The princeſs condemned herſelf in 
che eyes of reaſon when ſhe ſubmitted 
to be examined by it: decency un- 


doubtedly required ſome time for the 


completion of this union; but Zelida 


was young, fincere, and full of love. 
Beſides, might not her innocence be 
ignorant of the laws of. decency A 
Every thing concerning her rival, was- 
perfectly foreign to her: ſhe was blind 


to every thing but love and Gleichen: 
after all thoſe ſacriſices which ſhe had 
made him, was it poſſihle for her to 
| be 
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be abſolutely undeſirable of a ſpeedy 


union of deſtinies ? 


The count was taken up with pre- 
paratives for the - ſacred engagement 
which was to ſeal the converſion of 
Zelida ; the ſame day, Albana purified 
herſelf from her apoſtacy, and re- 
turned publicly to the faith of her an- 
ceſtors. 'The princeſs's marriage with 
Gleichen was ſoon to follow this au- 
guſt ceremony. It was the doge him- 
ſelf that the republic named to ſtand 
godfather to the ſoudan's daughter, 


and conſecrate this fort of victory over 


Mahometaniſm. Never did Venice 


ſee a more ſuperb ſpectacle. The 
— IN | knights, 
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knights, delivered by the princeſs, | 
with their chains in their hands, added 
new brilliancy to the feftival. The 
pomp augmented beauty's triumph. 
Beſides, did not Zelida appear in the 
height of her charms ? ſhe was on the 
point of being united to the object of 


ſo many ſacrifices; embracing the re- 


ligion of her -adoration, which was 


giving him, as one may ſay, new 


proofs of her affection, and ſubmitting 


to him her very ſoul: for love perhaps 


had been far from prejudicial to the 
conviction with which Zelida declared 
herſelf penetrated; and truly ſhe had 
but little diu culty to look upon her 
religion as a ſource of errors, and the 


work 
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work of policy and impoſition. When 
ſhe came to pronounce her vows: 
Yes, cried the, I promiſe to acknow- 
kdge the Chriſtian religion in all its 
dogmas : it teaches me to be attentive 
to the duty of a wife, to ſwear to 
Gleichen a fidelity and affection invio- 
Jable, and to love him for ever: there 
ean be no other religion; Jam a Chriſ- 
tian, ſays ſhe with tranſport, and I. 
long to crown this. engagement, by 
giving my hand to him who opens my 
eyes, and teaches me the true worſhip. 


Every eye was fixed on the prin- 
ceſs; ſhe left Saint Mark's, accompa-- 


nied by Albana, amidſt univerſal ap- 
8 . | plauſe. 


3 a * 
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plauſe. The count ſhared the tranſ- 
ports of this young beauty; ſhe was 
no ſooner alone with him, than ſhe 
flew to his arms: — I have then adopt- | 
ed a religion which will command me 
to love thee, cries the? Ah! Glei- 
chen, doeſt thou think I've any occa- 
fion for theſe ſacred orders to retain 
my love for thee? Our .union then 
is to follow. this feſtival! I ſhall be- 
long to thee ! thou telleſt me nothing 
can divide theſe knots: and I ſhall 


reign ſole over thy heart! it ſhall be 


mine entire! This 1s one of the in- 
ſtitutions of Chriſtianity which will 
de ever moſt dear to me! how pleaſ- 
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ing is it, count, to be tied up to fuk 


obligations ! 


The day intended for the marriage 
at length arrived ; this ceremony dif- 


played ſtill more magnificence than 


that of the baptiſm ; the altar was in 


readineſs to receive the vows of this 


5 couple; the princeſs reſigned herſelf 


to joy; but Gleichen was unable to 
pardon in himſelf the ſo ſoon forget- 


ting, in ſome reſpects, of the premier 


object of his affection; he ſaw his 


wife raiſing herſelf from the grave, 
and he thought ſhe accuſed in the bot- 
tom of his heart theſe new connec- 
tions, which were forming, as one 


may 


*% 
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may. ſay, on her aſhes, as yet ſcarce 
cold. On the other hand, what fa- 
vours had he not to bind him to Ze- 
lid! was it not ſhe that had broken 
his fetters and thoſe of his country» 
men, that had ſet him at liberty, and 
reſtored him to his country and his 
children whom he would ſo ſoon preſs 
in his arms? perhaps he was inclined 
to think love had no part in this de- 
termination of taking a ſecond wife, 
the human heart is ſo. difficult to pe- 
netrate, and ſo often takes pleaſure iu 
impoſing on itſelf. The count, other- 
wiſe, would have exerted his utmoſt 
to hide the trouble he might have ex- 


perienced. 
At 
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At length they ſet forward for thi 
temple ; ' thoſe graces and - charms 
which, if one may be allowed the ex- 


preſſion, environed Zelida on every 


part, were the unceaſing admiration of 


the people; innumerable applaudings 
reſounded from every corner ; they 
preſented her with baſkets of flowers, | 
and firewed the ground before her: 
an unknown perſon, anxiouſly ſqueez- 
ing through the croud, endeavoured to. 
penetrate to Gleichen: his counte- 
nance announced emotion: My lord, 
knight, cries he to the count, what 
are you going to do? what are you 
going to do? deign to give me a hear- 


Ng . ... ſuſpend the ceremony ... — 
How? 


\ 
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How? and by what right ö replied 
Gleichen angrily ... — My lord, re- 


joined the ſtranger, when you have 


heard what I have to ſay, you will be 
the firſt to juſtify a proceeding which 
may appear to you indiſcreet ; but 
make haſte : give your orders. let i 
every thing be ſuſpended ! I aſk. but, | 
one favour: grant me a moment's. 


converſation /! _— 


Gleichen, irritated at ſuch an un- | | 
foreſeen diſappointment, yielded ne- | 
vertheleſs to the mſtances and repeated | 
ſolicitations of the ſtranger. Zelida | 
and the. 0 returned, ſtruck wit 
| a delay 


118 THE HISTORY OF | 
a delay which they vainly endeavoured 


* { : 


to ſeck the cauſe of. 


The ſtranger and Gleichen were no 
fooner alone in an apartment, than 
the former ſaid, My lord, you will 
thank me preſently: I ſpare you from 
vows . . which you would not be 
able to fulfil, from ties which would 
ſoon have been broken . . . — Explain 
yourſelf, cries the count haſtily . . . 
ſpeak . . — Your wife, replies the 
ſtranger, is living.. . — My wife 
alive! ſays the count with ſurpriſe. 
- ?Tis the herſelf, rejoins the ſtranger, 
has ſent me hither. It is rumoured in 
Germany that you have recoveted 
| pour 


- - 2 
* 


COUNT LEIHEN. 119 


your liberty .... — Does my wife 
live! ſays Gleichen. — Yes, my lord, | 
replies the ſtranger,” the grief into 
which your ſlavery plunged her, had 
nearly conducted her to the grave: the 
news even of her death were ſpread 
for ſeveral days; her love for you and 
your children, without doubt, recalled 
her to life; in a word, ſhe till exiſts, 
and I am charged by her with ſearch- 
ing theſe coaſts; ſhe expects news 
from me, and anxiouſly awaits them, 
with every particular of your ſitu- 
ation , , at firſt it was reported you, 
had periſhed i in arms... . . Enough, 

interrupts Gleichen; leave me, but let 
our converſation be kept ſecret . I 


will 
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will return with all ſpeed to Germany 
. . Stop a few days. . . You ſhall 


carry a letter to my wife. 


What a ſudden and unforeſeen re- 
volution 1 what a change in the ſoul 
of the unhappy Gleichen! his whole 
conjugal love revived, and at the ſame 
time he was incapable of ſuppreſſing 
his ſentiments for Zelida - on either 
fide he ſaw only miſery, injuſtice, infi- 
delity, and criminality ; how ſhould 
he announce to his bene factreſs, to 


this woman ſo adorable by her charms 


and ſentiments, a change ſo hideous ? 


His 


7 
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| His grief was ſo ſevere that perhaps 
ſuicide would have been the conſe- 
quence, if Zelida, already agitated by 
her fears, as if ſhe had foreſeen the 
horrible cataſtrophe, had not run to 
the room: — What are you about, 
count? ſays ſhe... . . you ſeem con- 
cerned, affrighted ...... a deadly 
paleneſs covers your viſage ! . . . alas! 
ſpeak. . . ſay : what danger men: 
you ! .. my dear count !.. . my dea 
huſband ! . . .. — Zelida, interrupts 
Gleichen ... take care what you ſay 
.. pronounce not that name, pro- 


nounce not that name! ,. . — You 


would refuſe it me, replies the princeſs 


+++. in the moment... . Gleichen 
BI: 4 Yes 
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.... — Yes... . more ties be- 
tween us than thoſe of gratitude and 
friendſhip l.. Zelida, ſays the count, 
. +» I cannot lead you to the altar... 
my wife. What! „What! ex- 
claims the princeſs, interrupting him. 
. . My wife, ſays the count, is living, 


He ran to the princeſs, who, thun- 
derſtruck at theſe laſt words, no lon- 
ger ſpoke, ſaw, nor underſtood; they 
Carried her expiring to her bed; Glei- 
chen, Albana, and Leo, remained by 
her fide. Alas! in what a miſerable 
ſituation was the wretched knight! 
immenſe precipices ready to abſorb 
him appeared on every ſide; his eyes 


Were 


touching cry, and in raiſing an eye al- 
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were continually fixed on the princeſs; 
and from the bottom of his heart, o er- 
charged with grief, he exclaimed, Be- 
hold my victim! 


Zelida was expiring : the doQtors 


were ſent for, who declared there were 


no hopes; they even pronouned her 


death. The unfortunate-fair-one of- 


fered not a word: ſometimes ſhe would 


thruſt the count from her with a kind 


of horror; at other times offer him her 


hand ; there eſcaped from her, at the 
end of three days, only theſe words, 


accompanied with the-moſt doleful and 


moſt extinguiſhed on Gleichen: — ' Tis 
| G 2 you 


9 
F 
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you who have betrayed me! and im- 
mediately ſhe fell again into a deadly 


- filence: they ſaw no proſpe& but 


death ; the count was on his knees, by 


her bed fide ; he held one of her hands, 


which he bathed with his tears, and 


ſeemed ready to give up his laſt breath 


with her. 


The ſame love, undobtedly, which 
had brought Zelida on the brink of the 


grave, by a ſort of miracle, ſeemed to 


come to her aſſiſtance: ſhe heavily 
opened one of her eyelids : —I ſtill 


live! ſaid ſhe; and for what deſtiny / 


» » I ſhall never be your wife! Theſe 


were the ſole expreſſions ſhe had 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength to pronounce; then ſhe would 


repeat them at every inſtant, reeover- 


mg and returning coutinually to hey 


former melancholy. 


What were the torments of Glei- 


chen! may one attempt to picture his 


deſpair? there did not exiſt a more 


wretched creature on the face of the 


earth! . 


Zelida at length returned to life, 1s 


one may be allowed to term ſo, a ſitu- 


tion approaching annihilation; ſhe 


continued however to obſerve a penſive 


filence, which at every inſtant made 


them tremble for her days; the count 
. alone 
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alone was capable of prevailing on her 


to take ſome food ; the light ſeemed 
oftenfive to her, though ſhe was not 


heard complain, 


It was reſolved to ſet out for Ger- 
many. Gleichen imparted his teturn 
to his wife, without once mentioning 
Zelida: he charged with his letter the 
ſame meſſenger, whoſe unexpected ar- 
rival and information had fo ſuddenly 
changed his ſituation. He recom- 


mended him, even with a menace of 


puniſhment ſhould he be indiſcreet, to 


conceal from his wife the event which 


ke had been a witneſs of. 


Leo 


al 


— 
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Gleichen and the eee, 
are you going to conduct me? cried 


ſhe, ſtarting from her melancholy ab- 


expoſe the fight of her happineſs to 
me, and to offer to her that of my de- 
fpair ? am I not ſufficiently worthy of 


is going to be made the object of con- 
tempt. and ridicule.! The count en- 
deavoured to calm her: do you think, 
Madam, ſaid he, you ſhall not have a 
ſuppor ter, an avenger of your righits in 


ſhall be rendered every refpe&, e | 
- honour due to your rank, beauty, and 
G 4 virtue, 


jection: is it to ſhow. me a rival, to 


compaſſion? the daughter of Meledin 


me every where *.. Reſt aſſured you 


„ 


| 
G 
| 
| 


* 
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virtue, to that celeſtial ſoul which Rill | 
lends you new charms. — Gleichen, ] 
exclaims ſhe .. . . I ſhall never be your 


wife! Princeſs, replies the count. 


my wife .. . Stop, cries Zelida: 
| ſpare my ears, my heart, my heart 
; from that name which aflaſſinates it 
j . « . why won't you leave me here? 
3 why will you not abandon me to my 
Ceruel, dreadful fate! alas! I have ſo lit- 
tle time to live!. . . is it for you, Glei- 


chen, to betray me? 


At every moment the count's ſoul 


received new darts. In what light 
ſhould he preſent Zelida to his wife * 


ſhould he open to her his heart, tell 
| her 


i © & 
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her how much he was indebted'to the 
princeſs, and at what. price he reco- 
vered his liberty ® what a tormenting 
ſight for the ſoudan's daughter, for a 
miſtreſs dying with her. paſſion,.to ſee 
him in the arms of his wife, and amidſt 
his children and family! is it thus he 
ſhould acquit his gratitude, — perhaps 
another. fentiment more lively and 
tender? —-and there is every reaſon to 
believe that Gleichen had pain to ae- 
Knowledge it: the counteſs certainlx 
was dear to him, but it could not be 


too often. repeated : Zelida was ſo wor⸗ 


thy of adoration.!. if, the count had 


bad. two hearts, the princeſs: would 
- G5; undoubt- 
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undoubtedly have poſſeſſed one of them 


entire. 


However,, the journey advanced, 
and the divers emotions of Gleichen 
and Zelida increaſed their empire, ex- 
cited in both new trouble and agita- 
tion, and ſtirred up thoſe motions of 
the ſoul which admit of no demonſtra- 
tion. In the number of trying ſitu- 
ations with which the hiſtory of the 


human heart preſents us, it is impoſſi- 


ble perhaps to find another ſuch. 


At length the count arrived onee 
more at his ſeat ; he had left the prin- 
. ceſs, with Albana and Leo, at ſome 

leagues 
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Fagues diſtant, with intention to anti- 
cipate his ſpouſe, and inform her of 
every thing reſpecting the daughter of 
Meledin; beſides, ſhe was languiſhing, 
and dreaded the fatal inſtant that 
ſhould ſhow her a rival. 


Alice (that was- the name of the 
eounteſs) flew to the arms of Gleichen 
deprived of utteranee; her two chil» 
ren. ram likewiſe to his arms; they 
bathed him with the tears of nature 
and love; he experienced: every fatis- 
faction a huſband could hope for; or a 
father reſtored to his family after a 
long abſence and æ chaia of misfor- 
tunes; they kifſed' the marks of his 

G 6 fetters, 


_ * * 
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fetters, and bleſſed the day of his re- 
turn. As yet Gleichen had faid no- 
thing of Zelida: he waited to be alone 


with the eounteſs: the moment ſoon 


arrived. 


Alice was of the ſmall number of 
thoſe choſen ſouls, equally ſuſceptible 
of vivacity and delicacy of ſentiment; 
abſence, far from having enfeebled her 
love, had perhaps lent it new force; 
ſhe cheriſhed in the count, her buſ- 
band, friend and children ; and ſhe 


poſſeſſed him, after having many years 
_ bewailed him, after having believed 
him in the grave; was it poſſible for 
her to teſtify ſufficiently to him her joy 


and 
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and gladneſs, and load him with theſe - 
innocent careſſes, the difintereſtedneſs 


of which augments their ſweetueſs and - 


charms? —*Tis you, my dear count, 
cries Alice; 'tis you, my well beloved! 
alas! what tears have I ſhed for you ! 
my ſoul has ever been full of you 
alone! Grief undoubtedly has altered 
me: you no longer find that Alice 


who offered allurements to your re- 


gards; but, Gleichen, my heart, my we 


heart is ſtill the ſame .... . And have 
you ſometimes. recalled to mind. a 
faithful wife .. a miſtreſs? .. ſuch 
am I always... ſuch am Ialways.... 
You figh! Gleichen endeavoured to 


remove her fears; but he was unable to 


ſuppreſs 


the being inſpired by another with ſen- 


and raviſhment! alas f E would have 
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fuppreſs thoſe ſighs which were con- 


kinvally eſcaping him; 'twas in-vain 
that he denied the truth: it broke 
from the bottom of his ſon}, and re- 


proached him in ſome reſpects with a t 
Kind of partition: his heart entire 1 
was due to his wife, a wife full of af | 


feftion ; how then ſhould he conecat 


timents which he dreaded to examine t 
he endeavoured to forget the image of 
the princeſs; — Thow veeeiveſt then, 
my dear Alice, faid he, fome pleaſure 
at again ſeeing me What pleaſure ⁊ 


replies the countefs. Gleichen, how 
badly thou expreſſeſt my kappinefs 


SUEW 
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given a hundred times my life to en- 
joy the conſolation of ſeeing thee an 
inſtant, one ſole inſtant! gueſs my 


emotions: thou ſhalt never again quit 
the boſom of thy family; no more 
ſhalt thou be torn from my arms, to 


go and encounter new dangers .... 
thou ſhalt live but for me and our chik 
dren. . . - alas ! can'ſt thou ſufficiently 
love me? Alice, fays Gleichen, thou 
doeſt not inquire what miracle broke 
my chains? it was not the work of a 
ranſom .., . tis that . . At this | 
word he ſtopped : Alice prevented him 
from proceeding : — Whoſoever has 
broken thy chains, fays the, mall ever | 
be dear to me; thou can'ſt not doubt 
| at ; 
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it: a deliverer ſhall be a: God for 


.— It ſhould inſpire thee with gra- hi 
1 ſays the count. — Be aſſured, be 
replies. Alice, after thee and my chile I 
dren, that ſhall be the mortal without a 
contradiction whom I will love the 1 


moſt . . . ... — Alice, ſays Gleichen, 
. «and if. this, being, fo. generous 


and kind, to whom I owe more than 


fe, the ſupreme felicity of returning 


to my country, of being in thy boſom, 


and amidſt our relations; if this celeſn 


tial creature, ta whom I have ſo many 


obligations, were of thy ſex... A 


woman, interrupts the counteſs with 
emotion. l | 


| 7 Gleichen 
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Gleichen rapidly related to her his 
hiſtory: his being indebted for his li- 
berty to the ſoudan's daughter. And 
... undoubtedly, interrupts Alice with 
a trembling voice, this was for love? 
The count ſcorned diſſimulation: he 
related no falſities; and Alice at length 
learned that her huſband was beloved 
by another: — Ah! Gleichen! Glet» 
chen! cries ſhe, did ſhe love like mel 


Her huſband thought to mitigate the 
ſhock juſt given her, by taking heaven 
to witneſs that Zelida's affection had 
always been a flame pure and without. 
return, which he had repaid only with 
the moſt heart-felt gratitude ; and the 


count 
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count did not deceive her, be reſpected 
the truth. It's no matter, cries the 
counteſs, after remaining ſome time 
in a profound ſilence : 1 cannot hate 
my rival: the is my benefactreſs, my 
fupreme benefactreſs! Do you think 
you ſhould have reſolution, continues 
Gleichen, to bear her ſight, if heaven 
preſented. her to your view ? , . doeſt 
thou ſufficiently love me, Alice, to re- 

ceive her and become her friend? She 
_ replied, after a moment's filence : — 
F would ſacrifice even my love to 
thee, - were it neceflary: and thou 
aſkeſt if I could ſuſtain the preſence of 
Zelida ? ol Cos 


The 
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The count threw himſelf at Alice's, 
feet, and entered into every particular, 


without hiding any thing: — The 
ſoudan's daughter is dying, ſays he; 
the deſire of breaking the fetters of 
my countrymen, and of flying to thy 
arms, has made me guilty of artifice, 


4 meanneſs unworthy of a knight: 1 
Zelida procured me my liberty, and 
followed me in expectation of our 1 
ſpeedy union: the has ſacrificed to me | 
even her religion: ſhe is a Chriſtian 7 


the is expiring the victim of my trea- 
chery and her affection, for ſhe knows 
another poſſeſſes my hand and heart. g 
Tis in thy power to mitigate her pain, 
and I await this ſupreme effort from 

| thy 
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| love alternately poſſeſſed her: ſhe re- 


thy generoſity and greatneſs of ſon] ; 


I have left her a little way off ; ſhe 


will ſoon appear before thee with two 


other captives whoſe chains ſhe broke. 


"Tis impoſſible fo form an idea of 


the counteſs's confuſed imagination: 


nobleneſs of ſentiment and perſonal 


called all her reſolution, and found 
herſelf compelled to acknowledge that, 
without Zelida, the count would never 
have been reſtored to her, but have ter- 
minated his days in the horrors of ſla- 
very: — Yes, cries ſhe, I will ſee her, 
and I have no fear of inſpiring her 
with confidence: I will love her 

Gleichen, 
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Gleichen, art thou contented ? is Ze> 
lida capable of loving at this rate? 


The count anxiouſly haſtened to the 
princeſs, and W to her that 
ſhe was expected: —I am going then, 
cries Zelida, to fee her who is united 
to you by ties. . . which nothing can 
break . . . . Let us go, Gleichen. . go 
and die at her feet. Ought it to be 
my fate? O heavens! She ſhed a. 
torrent of tears; never did ſhe de- 
monſtrate affliction more piercing and 


at the ſame time more burdenſome. 


Leo and Albana endeavoured to 
calm her; ſhe recovered from her ab- 


jection: 


., 
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Jeftion : — Gleichen, ſaid the, nevet I f 
imagine, never imagine that my Jea- C 
louſy will extend to the rights of ma- F 

| f 


trimony . . . . I reſign them all to this 


rival. . whoſe happineſs J ſhall aug- 


ment. *Tis your heart, Gleichen, I 


would have, that was my due; 'twas 


there Tlonged toreign unrivalled : but 


my death. . my death will ſoon de- 


liver you from my reproaches and 


complaints, and you will reap the fruit 
of it with this bleſſed wife! 


Alice was not leſs worthy of pity 
than Zelida : — This is then a rival, 
fays ſhe, a miſtreſs, to whom [I muſt 
open my boſom ! her ſight alone will 

fill 


* 1 : 
* 


* 
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fill me with, grief and bitterneſs! Ah! 
count, was it at this price 1 ought to 
preſs thee in my arms! aud for the 
future I muſt devour my tears I ſhall 
not have even the conſalation of let- 
ting them flow at liberty! wretched 
Alice ! would that.my death had pre- 


vented ſuch a viciflitude !. . . But am 


I not abandoning myſelf to unjuſt 


complaints? this woman was ignorant 


that another poſſeſſed, or ought to poſ- 


ſeſs, the count's heart; ſhe yielded to 
her paſſion ; ſhe loved, and did not 
Gleichen inſpire me with. the ſame 


ſentiment? am I the only one who 


has received from heaven a ſoul too | 
ſenſible and tender? ... what an un- 


| grateful 
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* 


grateful wretch I am ! to her I am 


"indebted for the liberty and return of 4 
my huſband! Without her, the count i 
would not be in my arms ! tis ſne.. 
tis ſhe who merits pity ! I am the 
wife of Gleichen, and neither friend- 15 
ſhip nor gratitude acquits what love 11 
exaQs ! | 11 
. | 0 
The counteſs was delivering herſelf 5 
up to theſe cruel reflections, when her 7 
children came running, and ſurpriſed , 
her in tears: — My dear mother, ſaid : 
they, you are crying, whilſt heaven F 
reſtores us the deareſt of fathers! ö 


alas! what is it grieves you? do tell 


us? Alice was far from wiſhing to 


reveal 
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reveal to them the cauſe of her an- 
guiſh he would willingly have kept 
it to herſelf. 


At length he ſaw this dalgetous 
rival, whom ſhe could not help look- 
ing on as the fineſt and moſt intereſt- 
ing of women: the paleneſs ſpread 
over Zelida's face ſeemed to lend her 
new charms; on her ſide, ſhe loſt the 
uſe of her ſenſes on accoſting the 
counteſs; and who flew to her aſſiſt- 
ance? what arms ſuſtained her? *twas 
Alice, who ſaid to her: — »Tis to 
your penetoſity then, Madam, We are ; 
indebted for the happineſs of ſeeing - 
again a huſband and father! theſe, 
H Madam, 
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Madam, are my children whom I pre- 


ſent to you, and who embrace your . 
knees, as thoſe of a divine guardian : 8 
yes, you are our divine benefactreſs. * 
Theſe words, expreſſed in a moving if 
manner, ſtruck the ear, or rather heart ti 


of Zelida: ſhe opened again her eyes, al 


and languiſhingly turned them on the e: 
counteſs ; — Yes, Madam, ſaid the, fe 
tis the daughter of the ſoudan of Te 
Egypt, who is come to implore re 
your compaſſion ... . I deſerve it! it is Ni 
true, twas I who broke the count's h 
Fetters ; I have done every thing for fc 
him.. . and I am come to die among ar 
vou. | 


: | | 'Gleichen 
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Gleichen preſented Albana and Leo 
to his wife; he endeavoured. to diſ- 
guiſe his embarraſſment ; he did not 
dare turn his eyes on Zelida, for fear 
ſeemingly of being moved with a ſen- 
timent of pity: *tis thus he ſtiled an 
affection which it would have been 
eaſy for him to unravel amidſt his dif- 
ferent feelings. We are obliged to 
repeat: How was it poſſible, in ſore 
reſpects, not to adore Zelida? ſhe 
never appeared more beautiful: even 
her rival, forced to render juſtice to 
ſuch innumerable charms, was all 


amazement. 


1 It 
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It is ſcarcely poſſible to give even an 


idea of theſe ſituations, equally un- 


common and violent. 


Theſe two females, victims of the 


tendereſt and moſt ſuſpicious love, not 


being able however to refuſe one ano- 


ther their eſteem, and even friendſhip, 


endeavoured to reſiſt and repel the ſpi- 


rit of rivality; they diſputed noble- 


neſs of ſentiment, and, in ſhort, ſought 


to ſurpaſs one another in acts of gene- 


roſity and greatneſs of foul; a mutual 


triumph, which, without contradic- 


tion, required more than human abi- 


lities. 


Alice 
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Alice was conſtrained both to pity 
and love the princeſs: ſhe could not 
but look upon her as her benefactreſs; 
without her, would Gleichen's fetters 


have been broken? would he have 


been reſtored to his country and wife? 


and with what reaſon could ſhes re- 
proach the wretched daughter of the 
ſoudan? She had yielded to a paſſion 
which the counteſs knew the whole 
empire of; Zelida was ignorant of 
Gleichen's having already beſtowed 
his heart and hand, and had refigned 


herſelf to love, that impreſſion- ſo un- 


ruly and difficult to overcome! more- 


over, ſhe had reaped no fruit from this 


unhappy paſſion, which nothing but 


3 tears 
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tears could ſatisfy, and to which, even 
hope, that conſoling power, which 
enables us to ſupport an infinity of 
trying ſituations, was incapable of of - 
fering the ſmalleſt alleviation; with - 
out doubt there was not a perſon on 
the face of the earth whom Zelida was 
not an object of compaſſion for; but 
it was not in the power of Alice to 
help obſerving that Zelida hel and 
was beloved; 'twas in vain that her 
huſband, in her arms, perlevered in his. 
endeavours to remove her ſuſpicions, 
and to attribute to his gratitude, and 
to a duty he held ſacred, thoſe ſenti- 
ments which bound him to the prin- 
ceſs; twas in vain that he painted her 


a8. . 
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'as the moſt unfortune of women, and 
the moſt worthy of that pity which we 
accord to every ſuffering being Alice 
ſaw only a miſtreſs :. Yes, you love 
her; cried ſhe, in the boſom of her huſ- 

band; the does not ſhare your fate 7 

but ſhe ſhares your heart : perhaps 

ſhe reigns there alone! Alas, tis ſen- 

timent, pure ſentiment which forms 
the enjoyment of true love ! theſe 1 
then are the pleaſures which it is jea- 
lous of! What would you have me 
do then ? replies Gleichen, penetrated 
with deſpair. Alas ! Zelida is a victim 
J ſacrifice to you every inſtant! what 
would you have? ſpeak : muſt l take 
her life, be her executioner ? alas 


| 7 IN! how 
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how have I repayed her kindneſs? by 


the blackeſt of treachery who was it 


made me commit this crime, for it is 
one of the moſt hideous ?. 1 have told, 


you : the deſire to, fly again to your 


embraces, to reſtore you a huſband, A 


lover . . I am ſo always, ungrateful 


woman! Pole There i is but one ſole mean 


of delivering you, and of freeing my-- 


ſelf from this burden of grief 
heaven muſt oppoſe it!. but grief will 
ſoon accompliſh what my arm is for- 
bidden to execute: when I ſhall be i in 
the grave. . . Alice interrupted him : 


—'Tis my place to die! ſaid the: 


dear huſband, pardon my. affeQion, if 
1 loved thee leſs... I. ſhould cauſe 
| thee. 
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thee leſs torment ; could we but love 
with more tranquility ! would that 
love had the calmneſs and coldneſs of 
friendſhip ! yes, I know, I know. 
that Jam indebted for every thing to 
Zelida, that ... I will employ, every 
mean to alleviate her ſufferings : they 
are inexpreſſible, I judge by myſelf! 
... Gleichen, thou ſhalt not again be 
accuſed with ſuſpicions . ... they are 
unjuſt, thou ſayeſt ſo, and I muſt be- 
lieve thee, I will be the friend. of 
Zelida; and, in ſaying theſe words, 
Alice ſhed tears. : 


Her ſituation however was not to. 
be compared to the princeſs's: twas in 
H 5 this 


9 . | * — - —"—_ | = a n 
* . fg nn 


— 
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this heart every way pierced that love 
ſcattered its blackeſt poiſon, and grief 
its moſt tormenting affliction: Zelida 
was conſtrained to repreſs and ſtifle a 
paſſion ever imperious, to live with her 
rival, to behold her every inftant, and 
to ſee her happy! what a killing ſitu- 
ation! we refer it to that ſex of ſenſi- 
bility, formed to comprehend all the 


charms and torments of a paſſion 


which ſo often tyrannizes over them: 


jet them decide if the ſoudan's daugh- 


ter was not ſtill more unfortunate and 


more to be pitied than the counteſs; 


far from her country and family, 


tranſported to a foreign clime, in eter- 


- nal tortures, in eternal humiliation, for 


do 
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> 


do vanity and pride poſſeſs no part in 


remove his image ; ſeeing him in the 
arms of another ; obliged at the ſame 


time to conceal her tears, and to ex- 


end: ſuch were the continual tor- 


ments which the princeſs endured: 


1241 


8 I had 
| * 


chen more than ever, and unable to 


preſs ſome acknowledgment to the 
author of all theſe misfortunes, with- 
out any manner of hope, without 


even the hope of ſeeing them at an 


W alone received the effuſion. 


for-her longer to retain them :— Ah! * 
my dear Albana ! ſaid ſhe, would that 


the ſentiments of love? adoring Glei- | 


— 


of her tears, when it was impoſſible 


. 


f 
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*F had expired in thy boſom, W F 
had experienced a torment a thouſand 


times more cruel without doubt than 


death itſelf! turn your eyes on my 


hideous deſtiny : what will be its end! 
death ! Alas ! why ſhould I not pre- 


vent theſe torments? why don't I 


ſeek to get rid of an exiſtence which 


will ſoon be inſupportable! the 


daughter of the ſoudan of Egypt in 
theſe diſtant countries, the ſport of a 


Ally paſſion which covers me with 


25 46 ' ſhame, which will never be paid with 


a return, and I am balancing and heſi- 


tating at putting an end to a life ſo 


odious ! 0 Albana tell me then what 


motive 2 retain wy a arm! I muſt 


-acknows 


f 
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acknowledge to thee, I miſt acknow- 

ledge to thee ... . I love ſo. violently, 
that I cheriſh even the tears which. 
Gleichen. makes me ſhed; my grief is 
precious to. me: tis he that is the 
cauſe of it; if I. wn oa die. ; N my 
love would have a term, and my heart 
would no longer feel nor palpitate for 
Gleichen. 2 alas! I know not what 
Lwonkd have, nor what I defire ! 1 am 
troubleſome, an horror to myſelf 3 
there are moments when I could thruſt 
. poniard into Alice's breaſt . 
What have I ſaid? what have 1 faid? 
that woman ſhows me the moſt fel 


ing ſenſibility, Albana „ the com- 
paſſion. 


158 THE HISTORY OF 
paſſion of a rival!.... 1 am very 


wretched !. 


After this Zelida ſunk again into a 
gloomy ſilence. What a croud of dif- 
ferent impreſſions did ſhe feel when 
Gleichen preſented himſelf before her, 
| talked to her of his friendſhip and gra- 
| titude, and wept at her feet, for he 
often carried thither his lamentations 


and tears !. 


The princeſs could not long ſuſtain: 
a ſhock ſo violent: her languiſhment 
augmented : every ſtep ſeemed con- 


ducting her to the grave; neither 


Gleichen nor the counteſs quitted her: 
they 


* 
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they redoubled their attention and ; 
care, and ſhed tears with her; but what 


can alleviate ſuch affliction ? 


The count did not dare diſcover his 
deſpair, though it were eaſy to ſee, by 
what eſcaped him, that his days de- 
pended on the princeſs's even Alice 
was convinced of it, and ſhe adored 
her huſband; delivered up to eternal | 
agitations, ſhe would ſometimes go 
and throw herſelf into the-arms of her | 
children, and bathe them with het 
tears; ſometimes preſs her huſband to 
her heart, heave a deep fi gh, and fly 
to bury herſelf in ſolitude ; ; then the 
would return. with the ſame tranſport 

to 


g E - 
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to Zelida, and embrace her with a 


flood of tears. 


Zelida, whoſe better days faded, 
ready to ſink under 10 affliction, in- 


| ſpired the wiſe of Gleichen with an 
intereſt and compaſſion that aſtoniſhed 


even herſelf. | The ſilence and ſweet 


temper of the princeſs ſo near her end, 


without diſcovering the leaſt- of: her 


| ſentiments, who. ſeemed. at every in- 
ſtant to be afraid ſhe ſhould give pain 


Ml a . ; the count, a victim to the 


fame love and diſcretion, ready to fol- 


| low, the ſoudan's daughter to the, 


grave: : all theſe moving images 


touched the ſenſible ſoul of Alice; 


ſhe 
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the ran to Zelida: —Princeſs, cries. 
ſhe, your ſituation overcomes me, and 
L die with you ! my. huſband i is ſo dear | 
to me ! and you, yourſelf, "twill be 
| diſfcule for me to convince you of it, 
you are the, obje& of my attachment, 
an ho ſo ſincere, that there are 
times when I could with we Were both 
equally beloved by Gleichen ; I think 
I could pardon my rival's ſharing v with | 
me a heart over which 1 have ſo long 
reigned alone, provided the diviſion 
were equal ; yes, I look on you. as.my 
other ſelf ; you. are ſo worthy of be 
ing beloved and at theſe wards the | 
preſſed Zelida in her arms, her eyes all 

drowned in tears. The princeſs in 


* 


turn, 
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turn, penetrated with gratitude and 
friendſhip, replied to the countefs, by 
prefling her hand, and bathing 1 it with 
b teats:—1 feel, Madam, ſaid Zelida, 
the whole force of your bounty ! a 
like ſacrifice is undoubtedly the great- 
eſt of all: but your cuſtoms are not 
ours: your laws, your religion, your 


religion which is become mine, don't 


permit of a plurality of wives, and tis. 


by that name alone I would yield to 


the tranſports of a paſſion . . . which. 


you ſee, and which I do not pretend 


to diſſemble to you, is hurrying me to 
the grave: 'tis there 1 hall. ſoon be 
laid, Madam, . . death alone is capa- 


ble of curing me of a love. . . alas! 
| Madam, 


to 
fe 
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Madam, why was the count ordained 
to enter our climes | 1 have broken his 
fetters; L have reſtored him to your 


boſom; and... expire! 


Alice renewed her careſſes and de- 


monſtrations of ſerfibility: this is my 


rival, cried Zelida, who laviſſies oh 


me theſe marks of intereſt, and la- 
ments my fate ! ET my reſpectable 
friend, for that name is your due, you 
alleviate for me the horrors of a deſtrue- 
tion, which one cannot look at with 
out emotion. Conſole Gleichen; love 
bim; be his adoration : and ſome- 


times, in your mutual converſations, 


recall my memory, ſay that I was thne 


moſt 
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moſt tender lover, the friend ++ lie 
Was unable to proceed: her ſobs do- 
prived her of utterance; and with 
eyes all bathed in tears ſne threw her- 


{elf again into Alice's arms. 


Twas to Leo that Gleichen opened 
the. moſt agitated of ſouls ; the human 


heart had never experienced a like agi- 
tation: — My friend, ſays he, Zelida, 
Zelida is ſinking under her burden, 
and l cannot diſcover to her my grief, 
all inſpired as J am by her! 1 am not 
permitted to go and expire at her feet, 
to ſhow her even a .compaſſion-. . . . 


which Alice would conſider as a ſenti- 


ment of affection .. . ah !, Leo, would 
ſhe. 


th 


© 
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ſhe be wrong to believe it not pity ? 
undoubtedly tis love, the moſt violent 
love that devouts me... which will 
kill mne alas! ought this decla- 
ration to eſcape my breaſt ? Leo, I 
truſt thee with the ſecret of a heart 
particularly intitled to pity! my wife 
is dearer to me than ever; new ties 
have united us: the name of mother 
increaſes that of wife; I would ſacri- 
fice a thouſand times my life for her 
or my children; but Leo, Zelida ... , 
I -owe her every thing: ſhe has ſo 
many charms? ſhe is ſo ſenſible, ge- 


nerous, and ſublime ! wouldeſt thou 


believe that ſhe has denied herſelf even 


the ſmalleſt mark of ſenſibility, or . 
| ſlighteſt 


2667 "mm HISTORY OF 
ſlighteſt reproach ? ſhe ſcarcely turns 
her bright eyes on mine: but when ! 
ſurpriſe a ſingle regard, I diſcern all 
her grief, all her love. . . all my 


crimes; yes, I am the moſt culpable 


of mankind: T have abuſed candour, I 


have abuſed a paſſion, which, far from 
- encouraging, I ſhould have explained 
the firſt inſtant . . . Oh! cruel man! 
*tis thou, *tis thou and Albana who 
have precipitated. me into this abyſs! 
. . I can die only with Zelida : my 
death is the only teſtimony of love 
that I am permitted to give her! 


Alice no longer doubted of the hor- 
rid ſituation which cauſed the count's 


torments: 


*tor. 


he 
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torments,: the following letter, which, 
he wrote to Leo, fell into her hands: _ 


er purpoſes my ear Lg 
« that you would recall me to life, 
« to wiſh. me to. live is to require me, 
to be. a prey to. continual torments: , 
« ſay no-more to me then of an exits 
« tence Which is inſupportable; if, 
you love me, wiſh me no more: for 
« death alone is capable of ſuppreſſing 
thoſe ſentiments which 1 am the 
„ firſt to condemn, when I impar- 
« tially examine myſelf: my friend, 
J adore Alice, and love perhaps the 
* princeſs as much! Great God, 
„ what a ſituation is mine! I have 
told 
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41 told! it you : 1 am afraid to ſhow the 
40 leaſt appearance of compaſſion,” and 
* myſelf, myſelf, I reproach with this 
40 pretended compaſſion when 1 aſk 
66 myſelf ſeriouſly about it. I equally 
« offend then my * and Zelida; 
the firſt has a right to my affection, 
and I owe it to the laſt, to this un- 
« fortunits prineeſs whom I have 
40 rendered ſo miſerable, as a recom- 
« penſe for her favours and viterous 
4% ſacrifices... . and there was nothing 
«but this fame affection could acquit 
me! Zelida is near expiring ! how 
„ ſhall I have ſtrength to ſurvive her? 
44 will ſhe not appear to me at evety 


«6: moment 3 - accuſe me of taking her 


N 


& from 


66 


cc 


ce 
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from her father and country, from 
that rank and tranquillity which ſhe 
enjoyed before the ſaw me; demand 
of me her love? .. yes, Leo, there 
is ſomething ſingular paſſes within 
me: J think if my heart could be | 
divided, I ſhould part it between 
theſe two adorable women: I ſhould 


love Zelida as Alice, and idolize _ 


« Alice as Zelida. Surely there never 


66 


* 


66 


— 


was a perſon on the earth in a like 


ſituation; I ſuffer beyond expreſſion 
in ſeeing Zelida ready to breathe 
her-laſt ; her death, my friend, is of 
my begetting ; but I would not 
cauſe a tear, one ſole tear to drop 
from the counteſs's eyes; I would 


& 8 « have 


& 
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« have her ignorant, even when Lam iſ 
4 no more, of the cauſe of my. death! | 
talk to her, Leo, only of a legiti- t 
; e ate love; yes, Alice, Alice i is dear 1 
4 to me, the ſhall have my laſt ſenti- f 
* ment; her generoſity and friend- f 


« ſhip for Zelida make me love my I p 
© wife ſtill more than ever, and does WM r: 


4 not this ſublime virtue render me h 
4 mote criminal? Leo, addreſs but WM tc 
% one prayer to heaven: that 1 may ag 
« die before I am ſtruck with the 
« horrible cataſtrophe of Zelida's de- 
% miſe !” 


- 


Alice was continually reading tlis 
letter, and bathivg it with tears; ſhe 
determined 


he 


ed 
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determined to go to the count, and 
have a converſation with him, diſcloſe 


to him her ſoul, and ſhow him with 


how much intereſt ſhe was penetrated 


for the ſoudan's daughter; ſuddenly 
ſhe ſtopped, fell into the moſt violent 

perplexity and grievous melancholy, 
ran to her children, preſſed them to 
her breaſt, bathed them with her 
tears, raiſed her eyes to heaven, and 


again fell into deſpair. 


Zelida became every day more lan- 
guiſhing ; Gleichen was in her room; 
both guarded that ſilence which marks 
the ſtrongeſt agitation ; the count 
durſt hardly look at the princeſs. 

TA 1 Alice 
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Alice came into the room and ad” 
-drefled her huſband ; — I have con- 
ceived a project, ſays ſhe; when it 

ſhall be time, I will communicate it 
| to you, You ſhall both know. 
(turning herſelf to the princeſs) if 
Alice is capable of loving : but for to- 
day it matters only to agree to my 
propoſition: I invite you to take a 
journey with me which cannot (adds 
| ſhe, looking at Zelida) but be good for 
your health, and the count will not re- 
fuſe me this mark of complaiſance ; 
we will ſee Italy; we will go to 
Rome; you have embraced our reli- 


gion; and conſequently you have pro- 


miſed to obey its cuſtoms: you will 
kneel 


ir 


tl 
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3 kneel with me at the feet of this ſove- 
[= reign pontiff, the earthly repreſentative 
i of our God. (Gleichen endeavoured to 
t interrupt Alice.) *Tis a prayer, con- 

tinued the, I make you both, and you, t 

f my dear count, would you have the 
cruelty to refuſe me? Believe me 
'twould ſenſibly afflict me. 


Zelida and Gleichen yielded to- 
Alice's ſolicitations: they promiſed to NF 
undertake the journey, though they 
could not divine the object of it : twas 
in vain the huſband interrogated his. 
wife: ſhe would not reply farther 
than theſe words: You ſhall judge; 
Gleichen, if Alice know the whole 
13 force 
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force and delicacy of love; ſhe * 1 


in a continual perturbation of mind; 


they found her often embracing her P 
children, and bathing them with her f 
tears; her huſband could by no means tl 

diſcover the cauſe of theſe unceaſing fl 

and fingular forts of crififes. _ V. 

| | | | b 

At length they began their journey ; al 
they viſited firſt the capital of Italy: t 
Albana and Leo accompanied them; v 
Alice could not leave her children; 0 


they were of the party. 


/ Zelida and Gleichen did not diſſem- 


ble their impatience to know the ſub- 


 jeRof the journey, and every ray of 


information 
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information was refuſed them; they 
were ſolely able to remark that the 
perturbation of mind. wei Alice had 
ſhown before the ſet out, increaſed as 
they ' approached Rome; ſometimes 
ſhe would order to ſtop ; then to ad- 
vance; one moment ſhe would be em- 
bracing Zelida and heaving deep ſighs ;- 


another in tears, and edging from her; 


'was eaſy to diſcover her ſoul was 
violently agitated, and that a conſide- 
rable deſign occupied her thoughts. 


When ſhe perceived the environs of 


Rome, and that ſhe drew near thoſe: 
walls, the theatre of ſo many events. 
which have attracted the curioſity of 
biſtory, theſe words eſcaped her: — 

L 4 Rome: 
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Rome was formed to behold extraor- 
dinary events: I am going to preſent 
it with one that will aſtoniſh the whole 
Chriſtian word, and perhaps: (addreſs- 
ing herſelf to her huſband and the 


princeſs) ſurpriſe even you, 


On their arrival at Rome, Alice diſ- 
covered additional emotion, and re- 
newed her careſſes to her children; 
her huſband intreated her to diſcover 
the ſubject of this impenetrable miſte- 
ry; tis at the feet of the ſovereign | 
pontiff, replied Alice, I will ſatisfy | 


your curiolity ; let us haſten to proſ- 


trate ourſelves before him: I requeſt , 
likewiſe 
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likewiſe that the children may accom- 
pany us. 

They were introduced to the pope; 
as ſoon as they were entered, the ſou- 
dan's daughter, introduced dy the 
counteſs, went, according to cuſtom, £5, 
and kifled the pope's toe :. this was' 
Gregory IX, who at that time poſſeſſed 


the ſee. of St. Peter. Alice recounted 
with. ſenſibility the numerous favours. 
which Zelida had done her huſband :: 
Gleichen and the princeſs; were ſtruck 
dumb with aſtoniſhment:.the counteſs 
dwelled on each favour, and laid a ſtreſs 
on the moſt trifling cireumſtances.: 
love itſelf could not have. drawn this 
= picture 


— 
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picture with more expreſſion and in 
tereſt; at length ſhe thus terminated 
ber diſcourſe and their ſurpriſe, the 
divers ſentiments experienced at the 
ſame time by Gleichen and Zelida be- 
ing raiſed to the higheſt degree: —1 
am come, holy father, ſaid ſhe, to pre- 
ſent you a faithful picture of the innu- 
merable obligations that bind my huf. 

band to the princeſs; I've no way hid- 
den from your eyes the motive which 

animated her: twas on the word of 

the count, the word of a knight, that 

the daughter of the Egyptian monarch 


* 4 | procured him his liberty, quitted her 


father, and abjured her errors; in a 
word, twas as a wife ſhe conſidered 
"v5 | herſelf 
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herſelf following x huſband, and 'twas 
under this title the, in ſome reſpects, 
threw herſelf. into the arms of Glei- 
chen; victim of a confidence too ere - 
dulous, you ſee her weighed. down- 
with care, and each ſtep conducting 
her to the grave. .. tis I who ſhould. 
ſnatch her fromit; I preſume then to 
iroploce. your holineſs againſt myſelf,. 
ſupplicate and beſeech you. to grant 


me a favour which is entirely in your 
breaſt. Speak, interrupted the pontiff 
kindly ;: Iam diſpoſed, Madam, to give 
| you ſtriking proofs: of my bevevo - 
lence 3. deign to explain yourſelf, 
Alice requeſted his holineſs, as a favaut 
which. the ſhould conſider as the 
©-ÞS greateſt 
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greateſt kindneſs, to permit her huſ- 
band to take to him a ſecond wife: 


. Zelida, penetrated with gratitude, fell 


at the counteſs's feet, and endeavoured 
to oppoſe this ſingular and noble ge- 
neroſity: — Alice . . Alice, ſays ſhe, 
. . « Celeſtial friend, you would ſacri- 
nice yourſelf thus for a rival, who, tis ; 


true, merits your friendſhip !.. no, I 


will not fuffer... I will not accept 
is facrifice ..... Holy father, re- 


ſumes the counteſs, continuing to arm 


Herſelf with a ſupernatural reſolution, 


don't hearken to the princels ; ; don't 
conſider me as at war with nature and 
love; I will ſubdue myſelf and tri 
umph, o'er this love ; I ſhall taſte the 


pleaſure | 
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pleaſure of having recompenſed and 


ſnatched from death an unfortunate 
woman . . . worthy of all my affec- 
tion, — And with eyes all drowned in 


tears the threw herſelf on the boſom 
of Z elida. Gleichen ſtood immove- 
able and confounded. Your holineſs, 


continues Alice, will not refuſe my ſo» - 


licitations and prayers! She again 
proſtrated herſelf at the pope's feet, 


who was ſtruck with' ſuch greatneſs of 
foul, — Well, Gleichen, eried the 


counteſs, would a miſtreſs do more? 


Theſe ſorts of ſituations are inex= 
preſſible: 'tis impoſſible to relate the 


different impulſes which agitated. theſe 
interefted 
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intereſted perſonages. Zelida would 


always appear as generous as the coun- 


teſs, who, on her ſide, remained fixed: 
in her heroiſm: as to the count, in the 
impoſſibility of expreſſing what he felt, 


he would throw himſelf at Alice's feet, 
who, preſſing him to her boſom, ex- 
claimed: — Speak to me continually. 


of my triumph, and never ſee my 


weakneſs. 


Gregory, overcome by tlie preſſing : 


folieitations of a; woman who. might 


ſerve as a model to her ſex, touched 


perhaps with the fate of a young prin- 
ceſs who had really facrificed every 
thing for Gleichen, in the hope of be- 
| | ing 
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ing united to him by ſacred ties, 
granted at length that permiſſien 
which muſt needs be confidered as an 
innovation in the chureh; but has not 
he, who repreſents on. earth a God of 
kindneſs and juftice, a right, as one 
may fay, to trangteſs the law? he re- 
paired a ſort of crime, and recalled to 
fe an unfortunate woman, whofe 
confidence perhaps in the Chriſtian re- 
ligion had determined her flight, At 
length then Zelida became the ſecond 
wife of Gleichen. | 


They retook the road to Germany. 
Zelida had a converſation with the s 
counteſs: — Do me the juſtice to be- 
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lieve, generous Alice, ſaid the Prin» 
ceſs, that whatever be my gratitude 
and attachment to you, my ſoul will 
never be behind yours in any \ching 
_ ' Satisfied with bearing the. name af 


Gleichen's wife, I don't. pretend to 


hare your privileges: *tis as a friend, 
and not as a miſtreſs, IL will live with 
tlie count; let. him be contented with 


an affection pure and diſintereſted. Let 
us diſpute, if you will, who ſhall 
cheriſh. him moſt, but tis for you alone 


to be in his arms; Alice, you love l. I 


o 


will not attempt to ſhow you a rival! 


who would abuſe, your generoſity; 


1 will penetrate myſelf with this ge- 
neroſity ſo touching !. you. give. me an 


example, 
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example, and I undoubtedly ought to 
return it : are not the pleafures of the 
heart the moſt ſenſible ? 'tis there I 
am jealous of ſharing with you ;-I will 
fill myſelf with this ſweet inebriation 
do you think they are leſs ſuſceptible 
of delicacy in our climes than in Eu- 
rope? Ah! counteſs, I can love, 
and.. . I will convince you of it. 
your children your children are be- 


come mine. 


The two wives mutually ſought 
then to give one another reciprocal 
proofs of a friendſhip, or rather he- 
roiſm, which had never had, and per- 
haps will never have, an example. 


There 
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| There is every reaſon to believe that 
Gleichen was ſecretly diſpleaſed with 
the heroic virtue. oppoſed by Zelida to 


chat of Alice; but he ſuppreſſed every 


' appearance that could in any manner 
betray him; we do not ſuppoſe him 

equally heroic with his two wives: 
being as dear to the counteſs as to Ze- 
lida, he was as much afraid to be pene- 
trated by the one as the other; Alice 
however fancied he ſaw ſome figns of 


a melancholy chagrin which devoured 


princeſs, who, on her fide, obſerved the 
ſame eircumfpection :: tis true, Zelida 
ſeized with avidity every thing that 


characteriſes real love; ſhe flew to 


execute 


him : he evaded being alone with the | 


-— — — |}|_ Pa, 


* 
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exccutethemoſt trifling of his requeſts ; 
ſhe endeavoured to divine what would 
give him pleaſure; ſometimes the 
would run and thut herſelf up in her 
apartment, to have the pleaſure. of 
writing him the tendereſt letters; 
theſe mute confidents received the diſ- 
cloling of her ſoul all burning with 
love, after which fhe would deſtroy 
theſe moving epiſtles, for fear of giv» 


ing pain to her rival, 


- Though the princeſs had been - 
inatched from th& gates of death, yet 
ſhe did not recover that brightneſs 
which is the fruit of a mind at eaſe; a 
melancholy ſhade ſeemed ever hover= 
Fs - ing 


gg ä — aa — 
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poſition : if ſhe ſometimes find means 


188 THE HISTORY OF | 


ing o'er her charms; but ſhe concealed 
from the prying attention of the coun- 
teſs, and would fain hide from herfelf, 


the idea of Alice's enjoying alone all 


the prerogatives of wife; the would 


have been culpable and abaſed in her 


own eyes, if the had been ſurpriſed in 


a ſentiment contrary to thoſe ſhe prac · 


tiſed, and which flattered her pride as 


much as her virtue. 


"Tis to no purpoſe that nature dif- 


guiſes herſelf under the maſk of im- 


to impoſe on others, ſhe is incapable of 


impoſing on herſelf, Alice and Zelida 


would have offered a ſpectacle particu- 


wm larly 
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larly worthy of the attention of hu» 
man reaſon to whomſoever had poſ- 
ſeſſed the art of reading their hearts, 
What ſtruggles did they not undergo! 
what did not the counteſs ſuffer in -ſe- 
cret! How often did ſhe accuſe this 
apparent generoſity which contradicted 
the truth at the bottom of her ſoul ! 
How much did ſhe reproach herſelf 
with uſurping a merit which ſhe did 
not poſleſs ! ſhe trembled at every in- 
ſtant for fear the princeſs ſhould con- 
ſent to her Glicitations. and render 
Gleichen a happy lover : ſpight of all 
| theſe hidden torments, ſhe anxiouſly 
eudeavoured to avenge Zelida this fort | 


of perfidy ; ſhe took occaſions to ſhow 
| her 


was ſoon out of danger, and the doc- 
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Her the warmeſt Friendſhip, and the 


- princeſs experienced the ſame tor- 


ments and the ſame remorſe. 


Whether chance gave birth-to the 
event, or a conſtant and obſtinate ſtudy 


to conceal and overcome her ſenſations 


affected the counteſs's health, ſhe fell 
ill: Zelida and the counteſs conſidered 


only the danger which threatened her: 


they united every care in attending on 


Alice. Theſe were two friends full 


of the ſituation of their friend; their 


alarms however were but of ſhort du- 


ration, as the malady, inſtead of aug- 


menting, diminiſhed; the counteſs 


tors 


8 


Ve 
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tors retired; nothing was ſeen but the 
conſoling ſpettacle of a happy reco- 
very. 


The calm was ſoon diſturbed ; they 
had been deceived by a fallacious ap- 
pearance : the counteſs relapſed; dan- 
ger and apprehenſion returned ; hape 
fled ; and they at length commenced 
to fear for Alice's days. Tis over d 
ſaid the to her huſband: I feel the in- 
ſtant, the cruel inſtant of our ſepara» 
tion is arrived! Gleichen, my tor- 
ments are about to finiſh, which were 
ſo much more hideous becauſe others 
ſuffered with me (her huſband at- 5 
tempted to interrupt her). This is no 


longer 


* 


192 -— THE HISTORY OP 


| longer the moment of diſſimulation, 


continued ſhe: we deceive one another 
all three I render you juſtice : Alice 
was dear to you, I don't doubt it ; but 
Zelida had claims on your heart: ſhe 
is going to poſſeſs theſe rights undiſ- 


puted. Count, one may undertake to 


ſubdue ones-ſelf : but what efforts does 


it not coſt to attain that virtue, too 
much above human nature! Tis how- 
ever that virtue which I invoke, and 
that will lend its whole force to my 


laſt moments. I expect as much from 


your affection : let the princeſs ever 


remain ignorant of theſe ſhameful 
weakneſſes which lower me in my 
own eyes! Gleichen, I love you ſuf- 


ficiently 


bo: 


WI 


yo 


ſpa 
you 


Ali 


COUNT 'GLEICHEN, 19 3 
fciently to open to you my ſoul in all | 
its humiliation : believe me, love ad- 
mits of no partition, (and at theſe 
words ſhe ſhed a torrent of tears.) 1 
particularly requeſt that Zelida may 
ever remain ignorant of my being ſo 
little worthy of her eſteem and of my 
own... . count, ſhe will mitigate 


your grief. 


Gleichen threw himſelf on Alice's 
boſom — Cruel woman! cried he, 
what have you to reproach me with 2 
you have ſeen how I've ſought to 
ſpare you the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion ; in 
your arms . . . Another, interrupts 
Alice, had your heart ! arid is riot that 

| 1 every 
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every thing to the boſom which loves? 


. . pardon me, dear huſband, pardon 
theſe complaints. . . they are the 


laſt that will ever eſcape me...... . — 


Alice, rejoins Gleichen, let us drop 


this diſcourſe, which augments your 


| diſtreſs : think only of reſtoring me a 


wife who is dear-to me.. . ...— Talk 


no more of life, Gleichen, replies the 


then beloved! I expire at leaſt with 
that conſoling idea... Let me ſee the 
children! I fancy their preſence will 
aſſiſt me to ſupport that end which 
we ſo little think of 1 feel it without 


emotion! alas! is it for me to learn 


10 die? 


They 


ut 


rn 


ney 


&uxr 'oLEtcnts.  fgg 
They brought this tender mother 
her children all bathed in tears: ſhe 
loaded them with her careſſes; after 
which, exerting her faultering voice, 
ſhe ſaid: Count, I will ſee Zelida -(-, 
(Gleichen oppoſed the counteſs's re- 
queſt.) Iwill ſee her abſolutely, con- 
tinued the ,.... my dear huſband, 
would you refuſe me ſuch a requelt ? 
tis a proof of friendſhip which you 
will allow me. I am wrong, un- 
doubtedly, with reſpect to the prin- 
ceſs, and J long to make reparation; | 
even religion orders me to ſacrifice en- 
tirely my reſentments, to pardon my 
rival; what do I ſay ? to love her ; and, 
K 2 48 
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. . . Gleichen, I ſhall have that reſolu- 
tion; yes, I ſhall have it. 


The count indeed had ni to 
keep Zelida at a diſtance from Alice, 


during thoſe moments when all her 
love ſeemed to revive; and what is the 


love that is not jealous! 


On the other hand, Meledin's 
daughter dreaded an examination too 
deep: ſhe was agitated by various and 
contradictory emotions; but the no- 

bleneſs of her ſentiments ſoon tri- 
umphed over theſe perſonal motives 

which ſhe rejected as ſo many culpa- | 

ble thoughts ſoiled by baſeneſs ; ſhe | 
ho laid | 
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laid aſide every thing that concerned 
herſelf, and ſaw only her benefactreſs 
and friend, her dying friend, for whom 
{he would ſacrifice her own exiſtence;; 
her heart was open only to the deplo- 
rable ſituation of Alice; ſhe was drop- 
ping a tear of ſincerity to her, when 
they came to inform her the counteſs 
was at the point of death, and deſired 


to ſee her. 


- Zelida haſtened her ſteps: ſhe en 
tered Alice's room and found her ex - 
piring, ſurrounded by her children 
and Gleichen, who kiſſed her hands 
and bathed them with tears. Alice, at 

the gates of death, heard the name of 
22 Zelida: K 
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Zelida : ſhe immediately, at tlie ſound, 


opened her eyes: — Come near me, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe to the princeſs + . . 
receive the laſt ſighs.of a woman . ... 
who has. had the reſolution to be your 
friend. (Zelida, all drowned in tears, 
ran and threw herſelf. at her feet.) 
You will have no more-obſtacles to 
oppoſe your happineſs, continued the 


counteſs: you are going to be the wife, 


the ſole wife of Gleichen . . . deign 


to remember a rival who was ſuffici-. 


ently generous to render you juſtice, 


to conſent to the count's loving you 


.. . . and he had no occaſion for my 


ſolicitations to accord you-a ſentiment 


which he ſo juſtly owed you., Madam 
14:0 -- + . 
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«+» theſe are my children, whom I 
place in your boſom : deign to be to 
them as a mother . . who is on the 
point of being raviſhed from them! 
My children, embrace the princeſs's 
knees : from hence forward regard her 
as your ſupport and protectrix; ſpeak 
to her often of me and of my friend» 


7 


Theſe innocent creatures, all bathed 
in tears, again threw themſelves into 
the arms of their mother. -- Alice again 
preſſed them to her heart: — You 
muſt excuſe them, Madam, faid ſhe to 
Zelida: their eyes thus far have ne'er: 
opened but on. mine; every thing is 


K 4. new 


* 
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new to them ;. they neither know, nor 
are ſenſible, but of my carefles . . , 
which they will receive no more!. 
pardon me... I expire with the flat - 
- tering hope that your kindneſs. will. 
make them forget a loſs which, in ge- 
neral, is irreparable; once more I re» 
peat, let them find in you a. mother 


| ... . who loved you !. 


My divine friend? eries Zelida, ſob- 
bing, my heart ſhall be ever full of 
your generous proceedings, and of the 
facrifice ... . . I have not merited it!. | 
alas! if I could redeem your days at 
the price of mine! don't doubt, don't 
doubt but I would die with joy for my- 
dear: 
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dear Alice 1 5 but why do we dwell 
on theſe horrible images? heaven, 
touched with our lamentations and 
tears, will reſtore your life: the + 
count's, and even mine, yes mine de- 
pends on it The count's happi- 
neſs, Madam, remains with you, re- 
plies Alice: he is worthy of your af- 
fection; I die with the pleaſing conſo- 
lation of having merited his 
Gleichen !.. . my dear huſband? ... 
this then is the laſt time.. give me 
your hand.. ... place it on my heart: | 
it ſtill pants for you. . Zelida . 
Zelida, be happier than I! Gleichen 
.. O my God! 1 am dying! 
Gleichen . . remember ſometimes au 
| „ | unfore - 


o * 
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— ——— — — oa —— — ⁵ ä——— — 


202 THE HISTORY OF 
unfortunate woman .. . who ſtill loves 


you! 


51 The wretched Alice, at theſe words, 
became ſpeechleſs, and at length ex- 
haled her laſt breath in the arms of 


the count and the princeſs. 


Zelida was immediately ſeized with 
the moſt gloomy affliction : her whole 
mind was filled with this death, of 
Which ſhe ſecretly accuſed herſelf of 
being the author; alas! cried ſhe, tis 
I who have precipitated her to the 

| grave ! ſhe endeavoured to vanquiſh 
her love: alas! is it pollible for love 
to ſubdue itſelf? too guilty Zelida ! | 

| haſt 
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haſt thou not thyſelf found every ef- | 
I fort uſeleſs ? Alice! dear Alice ! yes, 
I was born to ſpread miſery wherever 
I ſet my feet! I robbed thee of the 
heart of thy huſband! and filled it 
with every deadly poiſon ! Tis I who 


have ſacrificed thee, -and deprived thy 


children of a mother . . . they ſhall - 
be mine; Alice, I will make them - 
forget thy loſs, or, rather, I will un- 
ceaſingly talk to them of thee, thy q 


love for them, and that generous . 
friendſhip + ... . Which I've been ſo | 


little thankful for! . . it muſt not be 


denied: the counteſs's virtues were inn 


finitely aboye mine! 


K 6 Zelida 
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EZelida was continually weeping for- 
Alice, and her. __ was by. no means 
affected. 


* and the princeſs. paſſed: 
feveral months in the bittereſt afflic-- 
tion *; they hardly ventured: to turn 
| their; 


. *- This hiſtory is drawn out of - different » 
; ſources. Let -us take a view of the article of- J 
Moreri : the following i is a tranſlation. of it. 
* Gleichen, taken in a battle againſt the Turks, N 
« was labouring the ground, when he was ad- 

« dreſſed and queſtioned one day by the daughter * 
c of the king his maſter, as ſhe was walking: 
a he pleaſed her ſo much that ſhe promiſed to 
« deliver him and follow him, provided he. 
cc would marry her. I have a wife and children, | 
ſays he : that's no difference, replies ſhe; the - 
| « Turkiſh 
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their eyes on one another; they would 
have wiſhed not to meet, and they 


were continually ſeeking each other. 


. When 


«Turkiſh cuſtom admits of a man's having ſe . 

1 yeral wives. The count ſubmitted to theſe 
«. reaſons, and paſſed his word; they embarked * 
&«. and arrived at Venice, where the count met 

4 one of his attendants, who was going up and 

«. down to get news of him: he learned from 
4. him that his wife and children were well; on 
«..which he went to the pope, ingenuouſly re- 

«. lated to him bis adventures, and obtained per- | 
66. miſſion to retain both wives; the count's wife q 
«. kindly careſſed the Turkiſh lady, who was the 

$ deliverer of her huſband : the Turk was fteril, 

&. and loved the children which the legitimate 

«. wife brought forth in abundance: there is 

. fill at Erfort a monument of this pretended 
n ; the following are the words of Hou- 
| 6e dorf: 
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When time, which overcomes all 


things, ſeemed to permit the count 


to: throw off this gloomy ſorrow, and 


live 


&« dorff: Hujus ei monimentum Erphordiæ etiam- 
4 num extat in quò ex utrògue latere comiti uxores 


e adſiant, regina marmorea corona ornata, comitiſſa 


2 Seulpta et nuda, & infantes ad pedes reptantes,” 2 


There is no occaſion to obſerve how badly the 


fact is repreſented: nor to what degree the ſtyle 
is diſguſting and ſlovenly: 'tis thus books are 
made, and the public buys and reads them; ſimi- 
lar compilations are to be found in every library. 

Let us now paſs to Bayle, who has likewiſe em- 


ployed his pen on this adventure under the arti- | 
cle GLEICHEN : * A ſingular adventure is re- 


e ported of a German count of this name: he 
«© was taken in a battle againſt the Turks, and 
carried to Turkey, where he ſuffered a long 
TY « and 


oy 
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live for his new and only wife, he 
fancied he might yield to the 'tranſ- 
ou: of a huſband, . who had never 


ceaſed 


cc and ſevere captivity ; he was obliged to labour 
the ground; but was at length delivered in the 
following manner: he was accoſted one day, 
« and particularly queſtioned, by the daughter 
& of the king his maſter, whilſt ſhe amuſed her- 


„ ſelf in walking; his fine perſon, and addreſs in 


« his work, pleaſed the princeſs ſo much, that . 
« ſhe promiſed to deliver him and follow him, 
« provided he would marry her. I have a wife 
« and children, replied he; that is no dif- 
« ference, rejoined ſhe: the Turkiſh cuſtom 
ce permits a man to have ſeveral wives. The 


count would not perſiſt: he ſubmitted to 
© theſe reaſons, - and pledged his word: the 


« princeſs applied herſelf with ſuch readineſs 
« and dexterity to free bim from captivity, that 
bet « they _ 
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ceaſed to be a lover. No, ſaid Zelida 
to him, I will never enter the bed of 
my friend, the bed of her whom I've 


hurried 


they were ſoon in a ſituation to embark, and 
6 arrived ſafe at Venice, where the count found 
one of his ſervants who was travelling every 
here in ſearch of him: he was no ſooner in- 
, formed by him that his wife and children were 
4 well, than he went to Rome, where, after hay- - 
| *-ing ingenuouſly acknowledged what he had 
. done, he obtained from the pope a folemn per- 
5 miſſion to retain both wives, . If the court of 
4 Rome appeared complaiſant on this occaſion, 
e the count's wife was not leſs ſo, for ſhe fondly 
cc. careſſed the Turkiſh lady who was the cauſe - 
4 of her again ſeeing her dear huſband, and con - 
«: ceived for this concubine a particular affec- 
«.tion; the Turkiſh princeſs replied with equal 
1 kindnely to all this. courteſy ; and though 
64 ſteril,, 
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kurried to the grave Count, I ant 
truck with horror at myfelf . .. is it 


not ſufficient for you. to have my 
1 heart, 


« ſteril, ſhe ſincerely loved the children which 
« the other wife abundantly brought forth, 
« There is a monument of this at Erfort. A 
very worthy man, Pho communicated this hi- 
« tory to me, (in the year 1697) ſeemed. far=. 
4 priſed at the Proteſtant writers, who were 
« obliged, to reply to thoſe reproaches about 
« the permiſſion given by the reformers. to the | 
« landgrave of Heſſe, never having alledged the 
« permiſſion granted by the pope to count 
4 Gleichen, and. wiſhed to know my ſentiment® 
ion it; he informed me that Du-Val” had mens 
& tioned. this adventure in his deſcription of 
60 Germany: in the -year 1227 (ſays Du-Val) a 
& count Gleichen obtained from the pope permiſſrow- 
*6. 80, haue two. wives at the ſame time. If this hifs 
| £37: « tory. 
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| heart, and to reign over it alone? Let 
us together lament” your : firſt wife: 
no, Lſhall never poſſeſs her virtues 
| her: 


f 


ce tory be authentic, we have in it a ſuperior tri= - 
«. umph of love. An abbot, who correſponded 
«. with count Buſſi; had beard ſomething of 
this hiſtory; but he-was ignorant of the true 
5 ſtate of the queſtion. As to the reſt, the au- 
0. thor of the Fifteen- jeys matrimony, (Quinze 


1. joyes du mariage, ) obſerves, that it is a com- 
mon thing for a woman to re- marry on the 


4 ſole ſuppoſition of her huſband's being dead? 


* Le. Noble wrote Zulima, ou l amour pur : count 


| 1 Gleichen is: there called Ebhrard; he was taker 


cc at the battle of Joppa, which ſultan Noradir 


“ gained over the Chriſtians, This Ebrard is a 


& ſtranger to hiſtory, The counts of Gleichen' 


«received their title from Charlemain. We 
$ may reſt aſſured there is no monument of the 
| 60 duke 2 
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Her remembrance purſues and perſe- 


cutes. me! I ſee her. continually !: I 


hear her conſtantly, reproaching me 
| | with 


« Juke of Eberhard of Weſtphalia, either at 
« Erfort or Herwerden ; the counts of Gleichen 
«.were of the vicinity of Erfort in Thuringia, 
t and had nothing to do with Herwerden in 
64 „Weine 7 7257 


"Tis aſeleſs'to-obſerve that Bayle, one of 'the 
moſt inflexible critics with reſpe& to Moreri, 
has here copied him ſervilely; we may beſides 
ſee with what ill nature he endeavours to throw 
ridicule on the popes and the church of Rome: 
he ſhould- have been more impartial as a philoſo- 
phical writer, and have allowed that, if this hiſ- 
tory be not controverted, the ſovereign pontiff 


did an act of equity, in permitting Gleichen to 
take a ſecond wife: the ſaudan's daughter had 
| | been 
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with having brought here trouble an@! 
diſcord, with having raviſhed from her 
the heart of a huſband J. and ſhe loved 


me! 


15 been deceived; ſhe had thrown herſelf, in ſome 
reſpects, on the mercy of the knight, and on the 
faith of matrimony; this was no concubine, 
Fines the pope had given his ſanction to the 
union, and, as head of the church, preſides over 
its regulations, which muſt not be confounded 
with the dogmas. Moreover, Bayle, after having 


ſpun outt his hiſtory, finiſhes, without giving any 


ſolution; what ſignify here the Fifteen joys of 
matrimony ?. let-a woman marry with an idea of 


her huſband's being no more, that is not the mat- 


ter in queſtion. One can pardon Moreri for be- 
ing a pitiful fabul;/? : but one expects a diſcuſ- 

fion ſage and clear from a man of Bayle's merit, 
and, as we have juſt remarked, he no way fixes. 
our ideas with reſpect to count Gleichen. | 
284 | We. 
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me! nd her rival! her attach» 


ment andoubtedly augments my 
crime; for I am the moſt culpable of | 


Womens 


We don't. well know, and this is what Bayle 
ſhould have examined, with what eye the ladies 


will behold count. Gleichen dividing his affeftion 


between two ſpouſes; how will they reconcile 


themſelves to theſe two wives? polytheiſm is by 
no means their religion: will they not find the 


generoſity of Alice an effort againſt nature? for 
we give the name of nature to what is ſome- 
times only the effect of the moſt. abſurd preju- 
dice, or of a ſadlitious education. Let us not in- 
terrogate our European ladies, but aſk the Aſi» 
atics if they don't endure rivalry, if they don't 
receive its wounds, in a word, if it be poſſihle to 


love two objects at the ſame time; this is a queſ- 


tion worthy of being handled by European au- 


thors; and we ſhall he happy to have given place 


to 


_— 


— — 


— 
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women: 1 cannot, will not conceal - 
It . . . . Alas! Alice, let thy ſhade reſt 
in peace! I will be worthy of that 

friendſhip 
to the diſcuffion, one of the moſt intereſting in 
ſentimental metaphyſics. Is it impoſſikle to believe 
in pure love? as ſoon as we adopt its poſſibility, 
we mall ceaſe to regard as a mark of /upernaturdl 
heroiſm the ſublime proceedings of Gleichen's 
wife, and grant her all the admiration ſo N 
her due. | 


With reſpect to the Zulima of Le Noble, we 
readily acknowledge we have never read, nor 
fought to read it, being perſuaded that the major 
part of romances, particularly French. ones, 
ſcarcely merit, either in imagination or ſtyle, the 
| time they take in running over, which might ex- 
poſe us, without knowing it, to write on fubjects 
which have already been diſcuſſed: we by no 

| | means 
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Friendſhip which-thou haſt given me 
ſo many proofs of . . Count, I tell 


vou, my heart is entirely yours ; be 


contented to poſſeſs and inflame a ſoul | 
which is full of you alone.; my love, 
my love will follow me to the grave: 


yes, Gleichen, an affection like mine 


can know no end; but let us reſpect 
and cheriſh the memory of Alice, and 


ſacrifice to her.. . thoſe tranſports 


which would offend her. 


means include in this ſort of proſeription Gil 
Blas, Clariſſa, Cleveland, Mariamne, and ſome 


others of the ſame kind: we ſhould be very ſorry | 


to conſider. them as romances ; theſe contain the 
art of living, the hiſtory of man put into action, 


and, in our opinion, are as valuable as our beſt 


books of morality and metaphyfics, 


The 
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| The count! threw himſelf at tha 
princeſs's feet: — I've been impoſing 
on myſelf, cried he : you don't love 
me! you ſeize a pretext to diſguiſe 
your coldneſs! you talk to me of 
Alice ! did ſhe not preſs you herſelf to 
yield to the wiſhes of a huſbind ? 
has not heaven conſecrated this union 
' which you reject the devoirs of! alas! 
4 would love be ſufficient ... tis not 
you that ſhould make uſe of the ex- 
preſſion : let it never eſcape your 
mouth ! ! tis I who am to be your vic- 
tim! you are determined on it: you 
ſhall be ſatisfied: I ſhall ſoon follow 
Alice to the grave! 'twas ſhe wha 
knew how to love! | Jin 
Shs 8  Zelida 


coun GLEICHEN. ; Wep 
' *  Zelida wept. Gleichen at length 

ſunk under his grief; his life was in 
danger; ; the princeſs, alarmed, and all 


bathed 1 in tears, threw. herſelf into his 
arms: — Judge if 1 love you, Glei- 
chen, cried the: I am breaking the 
moſt ſacred promiſes; I had deter- 


mined to reſiſt eternally thoſe tranf- | 
ports which abaſe and condema me: 


— 


I am forgetting a friend I am for- 
getting myſelf: be then my maſter 
and huſband, and live to be ever be- 
loved by a wife . . . whom you make 
perjured?shß̃ñßa i 


1 WA ; 
itt f 
_— 


The princeſs was obliged. to co 


ſent; it would have been impoffible 


Ast | BY | for 
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For her to reſiſt love and-conſtancy : 

beſides, Gleichen 8 life was much 
more dear to her than her own; he 
ſoon recovered, and ovary day more 
adored and idolized the princeſs. In 
a word, they were the ' happieſt of 
pairs. Zelida however was not bleſſed 
with one of the moſt | pleaſing ſatis- 
factions of matrimony: heaven denied 
her children: *tis true ſhe endeavoured 
to indemnify herſelf for this privation, 
fo cruel for a woman of ſenſibility: 
55 ſhe had all the affection of a real mo—- 
g ther for Alice's children, whoſe me- 
mory ſhe- was unceaſingly recalling :; 


ſhe lived long enough to ſee them 


happy, aud enjoyed herſe}f another 
happi- 
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happineſs; her deſtiny was not ſepa- 
rated from her huſband's: : death, in 
ſome reſpects, ſtruck them with the 
fame blow, and they divided the ſame 
tomb wherein Alice's aſhes were de- 
poſited : the following ſingular epi- 


taph was placed over them: 


Here lie two rival wives who | 
tc loved me affectionately: they che- 
« riſhed one another like two ſiſters ; 
« the one quitted Mahomet to follow © 
me; the other embraced the rival 
«© who brought her back her huſ- 
, band: united all three during our 
5 e by the ties of Hymen and of 
N Love, 
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Love, we repoſe all three under the 


- * 
„ ſame lone. Paſſenger, mayeſt thou 
*9 
e loye as We did ! 
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